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LETTER FROM
OUR CEO

Dear Friends of the Y,

Working for the Kentucky YMCA is one of the greatest honors of my life. As an alum of
our programs, I am constantly inspired by our students, teachers, volunteers, and staff.
Each one is deeply committed to creating positive change in the world and building a
strong, compassionate community within our Y family.

Throughout the year, I’ve witnessed friendships form, confidence grow, and ideas turn into
action. I’ve seen teens transformed by experiences that help them find their voice and
purpose. Teaching democracy, service learning and civic responsibility is essential.  At the
Kentucky YMCA, we’ve believed that for more than a century, leading the way in teen civic
engagement since 1890.

This year, thanks in large part to support from the Bezos Family Foundation, our youth
and government program, the Kentucky Youth Assembly (KYA), experienced a 12%
increase in student participation and a 36% increase in schools, reaching new
communities across the Commonwealth. Many of those schools went on to join our Model
United Nations program (KUNA), where students expanded their global awareness and
empathy. Our leadership and character development programs also thrived; our Go For It
Leadership Retreat experienced a 37% growth, and Y-Corps continued to develop servant
leaders who think critically about their communities and act with purpose. Meanwhile,
Student Y remains the heartbeat of our organization, empowering young people to serve
others, build community, and lead voter education efforts throughout the state.

While growth and numbers tell part of the story, our true impact is found in the moments
we witness every day: A sixth grader bravely giving a speech for the first time, a shy
seventh grader performing on stage, a friendship forming between students from opposite
corners of the state, or a teen discovering the power of compassion through service.

Thank you for making these moments possible. Whether you brought a delegation,
volunteered your time, made a donation, or helped spread the word about our work, you
are part of this story. Our success is yours, and I am deeply grateful for your continued
belief in the mission and future of the Kentucky YMCA.

With sincere appreciation,
Amanda Chism, Chief Executive Officer



For 26 years, Y-students have been placed at the intersection of
community, culture, and need through the Y-Corps program. This
movement has transformed the lives of thousands of Kentucky teens
and hundreds of communities, demonstrating our program motto that
"work is love made visible."

The journey begins with the Y-Corps Institute, where students learn
about fundraising and what it takes to make a difference in their
communities. They then raise funds for KY YMCA Needs-Based
Scholarships. At the end of the summer, students can choose to
participate in one of two impactful programs:

Service to the Commonwealth
A week-long service experience around Kentucky, where
students provide service to local nonprofit organizations while
gaining pride in the beautiful culture of the Commonwealth.

Service to the South
A week-long service experience taking high school students
around the Southern states where they learn about various
communities and spend time providing service to those in need.

This experience not only enriches the students but also strengthens
the communities they serve.

Y- CORPS 2024
$15,238

 raised by Y-Corps
Students

152
scholarships funded by

Y-Corps student
fundraising

2,439
hours of service

completed throughout
the year

40
communities served by 

Y-Corps teams



KYA - Events Summary
The KYA 2024 season saw some of our favorite
traditions, including debate, Y cheers, passing of the
gavel and more student leadership than ever! We
hosted seven conferences with 5,000+ participants
from 210 schools and 75 counties, including 151
students in leadership positions. Students 
this year were able to build friendships 
while dancing at the silent disco, 
practice civil discourse while 
participating in conference programs, 
learn critical thinking skills through conference
preparations & expanded their social network through
interactions with teens across the Commonwealth. 

$58,536
 Need-Based Scholarships

KENTUCKY YOUTH 
ASSEMBLY

2,287
 Middle School Participants

2,915
 High School Participants

537
Advisor Participants

13
 Volunteers

527
Bills Submitted

62
Presiding Officers

89
 Supporting Officers

4
Specialized Programs

“My students had an amazing time. Coming from a
school that is unlike most that attend KYA I was blown

away by the way my students just jumped in. They
didn’t get discouraged, they worked so hard! Thank you
to the Y for providing this opportunity for my students
and they already cannot wait to come back next year.”

Advisor & Teacher



Leadership Training Conference 2025
Location: Lindsey Wilson College
Students spent the weekend learning how to be effective community
participants & gaining critical leadership skills to take back to their home
communities with them.

$13,461 Need-based scholarships awarded to LTC & GFI
attendees including 2 scholarships from the Melanie Carroll

Memorial Fund and 16 scholarships from WingStop Foundation

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMS

Go For It Conference 2025
Location: Camp Loucon
Students had a unforgettable weekend learning how they can Identify both
their passions & personal skills, then utilize them to set goals for a future
of self-defined success. 

27
Volunteers

150
Attendees

32
Volunteers

210
Attendees



KUNA - March 2025 Events Summary
The KUNA 2025 season continued to be our
students' favorite trip around the world! We hosted 4
conferences with 3,400+ participants from 153
schools, including 73 students in leadership
positions. KUNA students expanded their world view,
gained  empathy from connecting and 
learning about a variety of countries,
built lasting friendships, and did it 
all in a safe, fun to learn environment! 
They were able to have meaningful 
conversations around global affairs,
and practice professional skills like 
public speaking, conflict management, and
professionalism.

KENTUCKY UNITED NATIONS
ASSEMBLY

$46,202
 Need-Based Scholarships

1,319
 Middle School Participants

2,163
 High School Participants

313
Advisor Participants

7
 Volunteers

352
Resolutions Submitted

35
Presiding  Officers

38
 Supporting Officers

4
Specialized Programs



Student Y is a student-led movement for middle and high school students (grades 6–12) who
want to create real change in their schools, communities, and beyond. Through hands-on
service learning and civic engagement, Student Y empowers young people to grow as
compassionate, informed, and active citizens.
Each Student Y Chapter becomes a hub for leadership and impact organizing meaningful
service projects, voter registration drives, and outreach efforts that strengthen communities.
Members connect with peers across the state, attend inspiring Y programs, receive exclusive
discounts and merchandise, and develop skills that last a lifetime.
At its core, Student Y nurtures Civic Engagement, Servant Leadership, and Character
Development; helping students discover their voice, act with purpose, and lead with heart.

STUDENT Y

3,911
 Student Y Members

2,823
Service hours completed

“A lot of organizations will create leaders, but the focus of the Y is
serving other people first. And using any power you acquire to help
other people and not putting yourself first. That is really important
to me.”

Shreeya Auroa | Student Y Particpant



2024 - 2025 Financial Report

Board of
Directors

Advisory
Council

Board of
Overseers

Board of
Directors
Officers

Allison Mefford
Chris Reitz

Bryan
Ernstberger
Steve Gold

Christopher
Head

F. Ryan Keith
Bradley Hayes
Emily Lepping 

David Perlow
Robert Rich

Chris Mitchell 

Amy Simpson- Board Chair
Bryan Flachbart - Vice Chair
Allison Mefford - Secretary

Brad Hayes- Treasurer & Finance Chair
David Byerman/Emily Lepping - Governance Chair

Kerri Richardson - Development Chair

Tyler Boyle
Barton Christmas

Emerson Harned
Elizabeth Tully

Luke BoyettMaria Rapin - Chair

Greg Palmer

Gross Revenue $3,139,917
Programs                                                      $2,902,077 
Contributions                                                   $232,543 
Individual Donors                                              $75,644
Grants, Foundations & Corporate Partnerships  $130,130

         Net Revenue                                                    -$4,295         

Expenses $3,163,246
Indirect Program                                               $1,202,620
Direct Program                                              $1,921,728

2024 - 2025 Leadership

Gary McCullom

Caroline Cowan
Grace Flaherty

Jacqueline Thompson
Maria Wimsatt

Chad Carlton

Student
Directors

CEO
Amanda Pile Chism

Greg Palmer Chip Polston

Patrick Grabivoy
Chase Colvin

Sophia Staples
Katherine James

Amal Kalik
Ryan Britz

Anthony Northington



$2,500 - $4,999

$5,000+
$1,000 - $2,499 $500 - $999

$100 - $499

Thank you, Donors!

$10,000+
Bezos Family Foundation

Gheens Foundation 
Kentucky Bar Foundation
Riney Family Foundation

KY Civic Engagement Table OPOV
Kentucky Dept. of Treasury

Luke Boyett
Schneider Electric

Louisville Bar Foundation
Wingstop Charity

Honrable Order of KY Colonels
United Way of the Bluegrass

Greg Palmer
Chad Carlton

Faithways Academy
University of Kentucky Martin School

Delta Dental

Emily Lepping
Fayette County Bar Foundation
Janney Montgomery Scott LLC

Oldham County Community Foundation
Peoples Bank 
Maria Wimsatt
Chip Polston

LG&E Foundation
Bradley Hayes

Thomas Law Office
David Perlow

Amanda & Chad Chism
Elizabeth Morris

K. Bryan Ernstberger
Tressie Hird

Kimberly Brennen
University of Louisville McConnell Center

Susan Pile

Christopher Head
Bluegrass Hospitality Group

Charities Aid Foundation
American Online Giving

Kenesha Brooks
Ryan Keith

Amy Simpson
Grace Flaherty
Kelly Busick
Jason Britz

Judy Simpson
Samuel Leist
Angela Hall

Carrie Masterson
Britta Leigh Carlson Sesssums

First Southern Bank
Jim Bartlett Turner
Trace Die Cast Inc

A Kolers
Aetna

Alison Tyler
Allison Mefford
Amber Halloran

Amy E Brennenstuhl
Angela Pridemore

Angie Seigle
Anonymous

Beth Malcom

Betty Bradford
Brandon Bennett
Brett Friedman

Brianna O'Daniel
Brooklyn Goodwin
Bryan Flachbart

Brydon Christensen
Caroline Cowan

Chip Hastie
Chris Francis

Chris Taylor
Claire Arnold
Connor Burns
Corrie Harris
Daniel Hall

Danielle Burris
David Ruth

Dawn Moeves
Delores Harris
Deron Johnson

Edward L Fulkerson
Eileen Logsdon

Elizabeth B Hastir
Elizabeth Huff
Elizabeth Stone

Elizabeth Winfrey
Esther Tang
Evan Conrad

Falls Road Plaza LLC
Fouled Anchors



Thank you, Donors!

$1 - $99

$100 - $499
Fred Keith

Frontstream
Gene McGlone

German Villarreal
Gina Guarino
Greg Gibson
Hank Vickers

Harold W Pennington
Heather Burks
Heather Janes
Heather Lilla

Heather Sexton
James Coleman
James Lepping

Jane and Rick Davis
Jennifer Fulkerson

Jennifer Gibbs
Jeremy Lane

Jeremy Troutt
Jill Force

John Easley
Julie Corbett
Kai Hardison
Kara Revel

KathrineGrissom
Kelly Underwood

Kenneth Horn
Kevin Bratcher
Kevin Johnson

Kroger Community Rewards
Lara Recktenwald
Leigh Pridemore
Lila Masterson

Lily Burris
Linda and Fred Cowan

Lois G Kearns
Loren Eggleton

Lou Lepping

Maggie Jones
Marilyn Keith
Mark Fridy

Marsha Lowery
Marvin Turner
Mary Cadolini
Mary Councill
Megan Ward

Meghan Rouse
Melanie Critchelow
Michael B Calobrace

Michelle Arnold
Michelle Sumrall

Neil Cohen
Nicholas Recktenwald

Pamela G Sliger
Pamela Sears

Patricia Mackey
Patricia Smith

PattySmith
Paula Billiter

Rachel Burg Belin
Raheema Muhammad

Rianna Ayala
Robert Abell

Robert J Holtzman
Robert Miller

Robin Elise Weiss
Sara Williams

Sarah Amburgey
Sarah Holtzman
Sarah Van Roo

Scott Sharp
Shannon Leonberger

Shannon Tivitt
Simona Bertacco
Stephen S. Taylor

Tammy Brown
Theresa Reno-Weber

Tina Bowers
Traci Chism

Tracy Jo Ingram
Vicki Curtis

William Bowers
William Ladwig
Zachary Kogut

Abbey Costello
Abby Ladwig
Abigail Ross
Ada Gibson

Addison Moeves
Addison Wilford 

Addy Vieth
Adianez Ruiz 

Adriana Berger
Aidyn Pinkerman-Edman

Alani Wheatley
Alex Michael Klusek

Alexandria Knipp
Alison Miller
Alison Walker

Amal Kalik
Amanda Brooks
Amanda Evans

Amanda Harris-Clay
A'mareese Esters

Amber Arnold
Amber Hougland
Amelia Guarino
Amy Cardwell

Amy Craig
Amy Lindblom
Amy Samples

Ana-Yaizmean DeLaCruz

Andrew Yeager
Andy Hanner
Angela Zorn
Angie Priest
Anna Priest

Anne Henderson
Anya Rivas

April Buchanan
April LaFramboise

Aryan Patel
Ashley Billiter

Ashley Schmechel
Audrey Harris

Audrey Williams
Barton Christmas

Becca Gardner
Bella Miranda
Ben Bowers
Beret Sheary

Bernard Myers
Beverly Clemons
Beverly Games
Bill and Libby

Braeden Seeker
Brenda K Smith
Brent Turner

Brian C Martin
Brian McDonald



Thank you, Donors!
$1 - $99

Brian Sanderfer
Brooke Billiter
Bryan Edman

Brynn Samples
Carlyn Ketcherside

Carole Horn
Caroline A Ratterman

Carolyn Ross
Carolyn White
Carter Guarino
Caryl Kassing

Catherine Smith
Cesar Garcia

Charles E Hastie
Charlie Hummel

Chase Colvin
Chase Lowery
Chip Polston

Chloe Groemling
Chris Reitz
Chris Troutt

Christia Kearns
Christin Wilson

Christine Browning
Cindy Hardin
Connie West

Corinne Gannott
Crystal Cox
Cyndi Smith

Cynthia Jackson
Daniel Slaski

Danni Chalfant
Danny C Jennejohn
Dashiah Francisco

Daveana Sinclair-Rovencher
David Buckham
David Higdon

Deana Edelmann
Deborah Watson

Debra Dudley
Delaina White

Derek Summerville
Derrick Grant
Destin Blake 
Donee Sutton
Doris Charlet

E Daniel Thomas
Elizabeth Summers

Ellen Strand
Eloise Grace Blankley

Emilie Herzig
Emma Montgomery

Emma Sexton
Erica Lopez

Eubert Troutt
Eun Jung Choi
Finn Strand
Gail Ladwig
Gavin Katz
Grace Fridy

Gregg Holtsclaw
Gretchen Bright

Hadley Horn
Hanna Iglesias
Hannah Joyce

Hattie Hall
Hayden Fineisen
Heather Gipson

Henry Xu
Iris Apple

Isabella Owen
Jackson Riddle

Jacqueline Carroll
Janet Baugh

Jantzen Sparks
Jay Ankenbrand
Jay Pridemore

Jeanine Erickson

Jeffrey Noble
Jennifer Flachbart
Jennifer Keeney
Jennifer Stinnett

Jessica
Jessica Porter

Jessica Schramm
Jessica Smith

Jill Sarver
Joe Webb

JohnFlanagan
John Gibson

John Glasford
John Humphrey
John W Cameron
Johnna Bennett
Jonathan Joseph
Jordan Grubbs
Joseph Shade

Josh Henderson
Joy Moser

Joyce Fields
Julianne Guarino

Julie Chow
Kandy K Meyer

Karen Acuff
Karla and Anne Peschke

Kate Wilford
Katherine Leahey
Kathryn L Fuller
Kathy Stinson

Katrina Staebler
Kaylynn White
Keeylee Fraley
Keiren Poole

Kelly Reynolds
Kenzley Sparks
Kerby Gilstrap
Kevin White

Kim Groemling
Kim Hurt

Kim Shumate
Kimberly Daly

Kimberly Hensley
Korinne Brotske
Kristain Faulkner
Kristen Helweg

Kristina L Groemling
Kristina Richards
Kristy Huffman

Laura Hayes
Laura Hoon

Laura Reynolds
Lex Bratcher

Linda Critchelow
Linda Crowe

Lisa Blankenship
Lisa Brinn

Lisa Higgason
Logan Hills

Logan Taylor
Lola Myers

Lorraine Goergen
Luke Metzmeier

Lyla Porter
Lynn Huffman

Macy Critchelow 
Maddie Grace Meyer

Maggie Collier
Maggie Stone
Malin Helm

Mani Namasivayam
Marian Hogan
Marti Vickers

Mary Bell
Mary Beth Masterson

Mary Durham
Mary Jane Tungate



Thank you, Donors!
$1 - $99

Mary Olsen
Mary Sorensen
Mason Guarino

Matthew Weinmann
Maureen Bode

Meghan Conway
Melanie Konshak
Melissa Austin
Melissa Rogers
Mendy Catron

Meredith Loveless
Michael Estes

Michael Frazier
Michael J McIntyre

Michael John Gallagher
Michael Sutton
Michael Tang

Michael Thompson
Michael Wagner

Miles Horton
Mishti Patel

Monica Montgomery
Monica Weakley
Nancee Scott

Nancy R Johnson
Nathan Ice

Rayna Mandadi
Rebecca Samples
Rebecca Wood
Rebekka Walker

Reed Jones
Rhonda Maroney
Richard Holtzman

Rob Weber
Rosemary O'Brien

Rosie Harris
Ross Wilkerson

Ruth Morris
Ryan Britz
Ryan Smith

Sabine Friedman
Samantha Palmer

Samuel Billiter
Saniya Mudd

Sarah Ferguson
Sarah Jones
Sarah Noble
Sarah Smith

Sarudzai Charasika
Sean Gallagher
Shae Bowers

Shanna Nugent

Sharon Cook
Sherry Cook

Sofia Cadolini
Stacy Heineman

Stephanie McConnell
Suzanne M Frazier

Tamara Jones
Tammi Poole

Tawnya Morgan
Teresa Albright
Thomas Wilmes
Tiffany Mayes
Todd Palumbo

Tom Elfers
Victoria Lynn

Violet Henderson
William Knight

William VonHandorf
Willie Bell

Woody Zorn
Yacine Diop

Zack Underwood
Zaylie Barber
Zeppelin Tang

Zion Smith

Neal Flachbart
Network for Good
Nevaeh DeMoss

Niki Price
Nikki Alexander
Nikolas Troutt

Nina Shaw
Nita Patterson

Nyenatee Monger
Olivia Griffin

Ovaleria Dubree
Patrick McHugh

Patryk Igras
Paul Konshak

Paula Lafollette
Payton Billiter
Peyton Kidwell
Phoenix Tang
Piper Mackey 

Quinn Holtzman
Rachel Hitzler
Raegan Clark
Rajena Judd

Ramesh Radhakrishnan
Ra'Queria Beard
Raylee Hougland



Thank You to All Who Fundraised on Behalf of KY YMCA

“I'm passionate about the KY YMCA Youth Association because I know first hand the
impact it can have on students. I grew up a shy kid, who hated speaking in front of large
numbers of people, and would never start conversations with people I didn't know.
However, that all started to change once I served as an attorney at KYA my junior year
of high school. It was probably the most nervous I had ever been to participate in any
program, but knowing that I was selected by my advisors to take on this role helped me
gain confidence I didn't know I had in me.”

Anamarie Delgado | Program Coordinator

Kentucky YMCA Mission Statement

Thank you to the families who have created scholarship
funds in memory of loved ones who have passed

F Ryan Keith
Allison Mefford
Amy Simpson
Kerri Richardson
Caroline Cowan 

Brad Hayes
David Byerman
Bryan Flachbart
Chris Reitz

The mission of the Kentucky YMCA Youth Association is to develop engaged
citizens and servant leaders, inspired to affect change in their school, community,
Commonwealth, nation, and world. Through experiential learning, service, and
community activism, the Kentucky YMCA Youth Association fosters critical
thinking, leadership, and social responsibility in teens.

Melanie Carroll Memorial Scholarship Fund
Anthony Flaherty Scholarship

Kelly Busick
Amy Craig
Amanda Chism
Emily Lepping


