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 BG1 

 

Referred to Committee: 
Senate  

Sponsors:  Jack Henry Brown, John Fox Mccloud, Isabella Revely, Regan Potter Action on the Bill 

School:  Ashland MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Ashland  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Safety Drills for K-12 Schools 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
An act relating to protection of adults and minors in school lockdowns and safety drills. 4 
 5 
Be enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 6 
 7 
(1): A NEW SECTION OF KRS IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: All public schools shall provide the KY 8 
Department of Education a disaster plan with updated lockdown and drill procedures. 9 
 10 
(2): Any statute contrary to this act shall be amended or repealed 11 
 12 
(3) All schools shall review and update their policies by August 1, 2026 or within 90 days of school starting 13 
in 2026 and report to the Department of Education. 14 
- Schools not in compliance may be fined up to 1,000.00 and funds can be withheld for building and grounds 15 
maintenance.16 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 BG2 

 

Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Jacob Smith, Evelynn Smith, Jentzen Thompson Action on the Bill 

School:  Bardstown MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Bardstown  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Student Wellness and Recovery Time 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: All middle and high school students in Kentucky shall be provided with 15&ndash;20 minutes of 4 
designated break time each school day. This time is intended to support student concentration, reduce 5 
anxiety and stress, allow time for completing missing work, and address other academic or emotional needs. 6 
Providing this time has the potential to improve students’grades, behavior, and overall mental health. 7 
 8 
Section 2: This designated break time should remain uninterrupted unless an emergency or urgent matter 9 
arises. Unnecessary interruptions may impact students’ability to focus, reset, or address their academic and 10 
mental health needs. While teachers may use this time to complete grading or planning tasks, at least one 11 
staff member must supervise students to ensure a safe and productive environment. 12 
 13 
Section 3: This bill will affect schools, students, parents, and school staff. Students will benefit from reduced 14 
stress and increased time to complete assignments. Parents may see improved well-being and academic 15 
progress in their children, as well as more quality time at home. Staff members may use this time for 16 
preparation or grading while still maintaining appropriate supervision. 17 
 18 
Section 4: This bill will not require additional funding. The only requirement is the allocation of 15&ndash;20 19 
minutes within the existing school day. 20 
 21 
Section 5: If a school fails to provide this required break time, the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) 22 
may withhold a portion of that school’s state funding as a consequence. 23 
 24 
Section 6: A KDE-appointed representative will review student grades, attendance, and behavior annually to 25 
evaluate the effectiveness of the break period and its impact on student well-being.26 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 BG3 

 

Referred to Committee: 
Senate  

Sponsors:  Annaya Anand, Ella Featherstone, Sarah Graff, Sarah Saulton Action on the Bill 

School:  Bluegrass MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Elizabethtown  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To the elimination of styrofoam in public school cafeterias. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: Currently, styrofoam takes up to thirty percent of landfill space in the U.S. and is a major problem. 4 
Polystyrene is also produced with a wide variety of chemicals, some of which are toxic. Contact between hot 5 
food or heating plates can cause BPAs (Bisphenol A) and PFAS(per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances), as well 6 
as other chemicals and microplastics, to leak into the food of the publicly educated children in the 7 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. 8 
 9 
Section 2: This bill will eliminate the use of styrofoam in public school cafeterias in Kentucky.  10 
 11 
Section 3: This bill will be enforced by the Kentucky Department of Education and local county school boards.  12 
 13 
Section 4: This bill will be funded through tax dollars in the form of one-time grants for which schools must 14 
apply.  15 
 16 
Section 5: This bill will go into effect on June 1, 2027. It would give schools a one-year window to get the 17 
grants, to get them approved, and to get the silverware and trays.18 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 BG4 

 

Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Georgia Pennebaker, Lydia Lee Action on the Bill 

School:  Christ the King ES - Lexington  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Lexington  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Banning All Drivers From Holding Any Personal Communication Device While Operating a 1 
Motorized Vehicle. This Act Shall be Known as the and May be Cited as the “Stop Accidents From Electronics 2 

(SAFE) Act." 3 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 4 

 5 
Section 1. KRS 189.292 is amended to read as follows: 6 
1.  As used in this section: “personal communication device” means a portable device capable of two (2) way audio or text communication that emits an audible 7 
signal, vibrates, displays a message, or otherwise summons or delivers communication to the possessor. 8 

(a) “Personal Communication Device” includes: 9 
i. A text-messaging device; 10 
ii. A computer or laptop; 11 
iii. A tablet; 12 
iv. A smartphone or cellular device. 13 

(b) “Use” or “uses” means: 14 
i. Holding a personal communication device with one or both hands; 15 
ii. Watching or creating videos, social media reels;  16 
iii. Watching a movie or television; 17 
iv. Reading text messages, social media apps, books;  18 
v. Typing text messages, social media posts; 19 
vi. Taking, viewing, or editing photos; 20 
vii. Using an interface for a personal communication device that is built into a motor vehicle such as Apple Car Play.  21 

(c) “Use” or “uses” does not include: 22 
i. Utilizing a hands-free communication system; 23 
ii. Utilizing GPS or directions; 24 
iii. Voice-to-text activities; 25 
iv. Selecting music or other listening options such as a book on tape with one touch or swipe; 26 

1. Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, no person shall use a personal communication device while operating a motor vehicle that is in motion on 27 
the traveled portion of a roadway. (3) Subsection (2) of this section shall not apply to: 28 

(a) The use of a global positioning system feature of a personal communication device;  29 
(b) The use of a global positioning or navigation system that is physically or electronically integrated into the motor vehicle; 30 
(c) The reading, selecting, or entering of a telephone number or name in a personal communication device for the purpose of making a phone call;  31 
(d) An operator of an emergency or public safety vehicle, when the use of a personal communication device is an essential function of the operator’s 32 

official duties; or  33 
(e) The operator of a motor vehicle who makes a phone call or sends a text message on a personal communication device to:  34 

i. Report illegal activity;  35 
ii. Summon medical help; 36 
iii. Summon a law enforcement or public safety agency; or  37 
iv. Prevent injury to a person or property. 38 

 39 
(4) The secretary of the Transportation Cabinet may promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A to implement the provisions of this 40 
section, including but not limited to updates or advances in the automotive and information technology industries. (5) Any person who violates the provisions of 41 
KRS 189.292 shall be fined two hundred twenty-five dollars ($225) for the first offense and three hundred fifty dollars ($350) for each subsequent offense. The 42 
fines and costs for a violation of KRS 189.292 shall be collected and 50 percent (50%) shall be immediately forwarded to the School-based Mental Health 43 
statute KRS 158.4418. The remaining 50 percent (50%) shall be returned to the county where the violation occurred and distributed equally to all law 44 
enforcement agencies within the county. 45 
 46 
(6) This act takes effect January 1, 2026.47 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 BG5 

 

Referred to Committee: 
Senate  

Sponsors:  Lily Hopkins, Emma Kate Reynolds, Charlotte Houlihan, Claire 
Hamilton Action on the Bill 

School:  Christ the King ES - Lexington  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Lexington  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Mandating All High School Coaches to Receive Education on ACL Tears and Prevention 1 
and How to Implement That to Their Teams. 2 

Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 3 
 4 

Section 1: As of now, Kentucky high school coaches are not required to take courses on any 5 
injury prevention for their athletes. This bill would require all Kentucky high school coaches to 6 
take a course on anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) tears, which would provide training on 7 
efficient and effective ways on how to prevent this kind of injury. 8 
Section 2: This law will require all high school coaches to take a full course on ACL tears and 9 
prevention from certain sources. Acceptable training may be completed through an online 10 
course from an approved provider. Upon completion, the coach must present verifiable proof 11 
of certification to the high school&#39;s board. In instances where a course does not issue a formal 12 
certificate, the coach shall provide documentation of the successfully completed coursework to 13 
the board for review and approval.  14 
Section 3: While some ACL tear prevention courses are available for a fee, numerous 15 
complimentary resources also exist. For instance, free courses provided by the National 16 
Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) and Lurie Children&#39;s Hospital offer 17 
programs focused on neuromuscular training and warm-up routines for coaches and athletes.  18 
Additionally, the American Orthopaedic Society for Sports Medicine (AOSSM) makes websites 19 
on this subject freely accessible online.  However, if the coach decides to take a course that 20 
does require a cost, the school must provide the money to pay for it. 21 
Section 4: Current data indicates that individuals between the ages of 15 and 25 exhibit the 22 
highest chance for injuries, with a notable recent increase in the incidence of ACL tears. The 23 
enactment of this bill would provide a structured and effective framework for bringing down 24 
the physical discomfort associated with ACL injuries and facilitating the avoidance of the 25 
extensive rehabilitation periods associated with ACL tears. 26 
Section 5: Learning to prevent ACL tears offers substantial benefits that go well beyond the 27 
avoidance of a single ACL tear. A proactive prevention strategy, rooted in neuromuscular 28 
training, not only safeguards the knee but also significantly enhances athletic performance, 29 
reduces severe and lifelong health complications, and provides considerable financial and 30 
psychological advantages. 31 
Section 6: This Bill will go into effect on July 15, 202632 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 BG6 

 

Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Sawyer Endicott, Finn Gahn Action on the Bill 

School:  Community Montessori School  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Lexington  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Reducing Plastic Bag Usage in Kentucky 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section one: Right now, there are too many plastic bags in Kentucky. They are polluting waterways and 4 
hurting the environment. We got the idea for this bill from Costa Rica, which banned plastic bags in 2021, 5 
according to The Borgen Project. 6 
 7 
Section two: The initiative is led by Costa Rica’s Ministries of Health and Environment and Energy with 8 
support from the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and from local governments, civil society, 9 
and various private sector groups, according to EcoWatch. 10 
 11 
Costa Rica has benefited from banning single-use plastic bags through environmental improvements, a boost 12 
to its ecotourism industry, and the promotion of sustainable development and public health. The ban reduces 13 
plastic pollution in ecosystems, encourages innovation in reusable alternatives, and aligns with the country's 14 
larger goals of becoming carbon neutral and a leader in environmental protection through the Borgen 15 
project. 16 
 17 
This bill would help decrease the amount of plastic bags in Kentucky landfills and keep our waterways 18 
cleaner, which would result in fewer dead animals in the water. In a broader sense, it could help Kentucky 19 
stay beautiful. 20 
 21 
Section three: It makes more sense to use paper bags because they are cheaper than mesh or biodegradable 22 
bags. A paper bag costs range from $0.05 to $0.30, while a mesh bag costs around $0.25. The funding 23 
would come from the government or a local store that supports our idea. 24 
 25 
We will model our bill off of New York's senate bill that bans plastic bags but charges 5 cents per paper bag. 26 
2 cents go to local governments, and 3 cents go to the state's Environmental Protection Fund. For our bill, 2 27 
cents would go to the local governments, and 3 cents would go to the Kentucky Department for 28 
Environmental Protection.  29 
 30 
Section four: Our bill would be enforced by the Kentucky Department for Environmental Protection and other 31 
environmental programs.  32 
 33 
Section five: This bill would go into effect sometime in 2027 considering the number of stores there are in 34 
Kentucky and how long it would take to switch over to paper bags. 35 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 BG7 

 

Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Victoria Hayes, John Santos Santiago, Zoe Skaggs, avery vanmeter Action on the Bill 

School:  Henderson Co. North MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Henderson  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Requiring All Kentucky Public Schools to Implement Centegix Safety Badges 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: The purpose of this bill is to improve school safety across the state of Kentucky by requiring all 4 
public schools to use Centegix safety badges. These badges allow teachers and staff to quickly alter 5 
administrators and emergency responders during dangerous situations.  6 
 7 
Section 2: All Kentucky public schools must provide Centegix safety badges to every staff member, including 8 
teachers, administrators, and support staff. Badges must be active and operational during all school hours 9 
and during school sponsored activities on campus. 10 
 11 
Schools must connect the system to:  12 
- Local emergency services 13 
- School district safety offices 14 
- Internal school security systems 15 
 16 
Each school district must create a training plan so all staff know who to use the badge properly and 17 
appropriately. Training must occur: 18 
- At the start of each school year 19 
- For all new staff within 30 days of being hired. 20 
 21 
Section 3: The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) will create a School Safety Technology Fund to help 22 
districts pay for: 23 
- Centegix badge equipment  24 
- System installation 25 
- Required staff training  26 
 27 
Funds will come from: 28 
- Annual state school safety allocations 29 
- Technology improvement grants 30 
- Optional district-level contributions if needed 31 
 32 
Section 4: KDE will check that each school district has complied with the requirements and districts not 33 
meeting requirements may lose certain state funding until requirements are met.  34 
 35 
Section 5: This bill will go into effect the 2026-2027 school year, with all districts having a readiness plan 36 
turned into the KDE by July 1, 2026.37 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 BG8 

 

Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Caroline Fish, Kynli Dixon, Eli Stallings Action on the Bill 

School:  Henderson Co. South MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Henderson  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To  public school outside time/recess 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
SECTION 1. KRS Chapter 158 is amended to include a new section to read as follows: Each public school in 4 
the Commonwealth, serving Kindergarten through grade 12, shall provide students with no less than twenty 5 
(20) minutes of outdoor time per instructional day. Outdoor time may include recess, physical education 6 
activities, or other structured or unstructured outdoor learning opportunities, provided that the time occurs 7 
outdoors in a safe and supervised environment. 8 
 9 
Section 2: Schools shall make reasonable efforts to ensure outdoor time takes place daily, except 10 
when:Severe weather conditions make outdoor activity unsafe, as determined by school administration;or 11 
Exceptional circumstances, such as school-wide events, prevent outdoor access on a given day. 12 
 13 
Section 3: Nothing in this section shall be construed to reduce or replace the minimum required minutes of 14 
physical education instruction as otherwise established by law or regulation.SECTION 4. This bill shall declare 15 
an emergency in the state of Kentucky so that it will take effect at the beginning with the 2026-2027 16 
academic year.17 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 BG9 

 

Referred to Committee: 
Senate  

Sponsors:  Rachel Plum, Peyton Williams, Kaitlyn Burkhart Action on the Bill 

School:  Henderson Co. South MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Henderson  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Providing Feminine Hygiene Products In School Restrooms 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: A new section of KRS Chapter 210 shall be created and read as follows. Menstruation products 4 
will be provided for free in all school restrooms including tampons, menstrual pads, and sanitary wipes.These 5 
will be provided for free in school restrooms for the girls that need them.  6 
 7 
Section 2: Feminine hygiene product brands who donate products to the state will be given a 100% tax 8 
deduction of the total monetary amount that they donate, per year.  9 
 10 
Section 3: These products will be stored in a basic feminine hygiene product dispenser that bypass 11 
purchasing the products, allowing the students to receive the products for no cost to them. 12 
 13 
Section 4: This bill will go into effect at the beginning of the 2026-2027 school year.14 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 BG10 

 

Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Brylee Alvey, Natalie Boucherie, Kaleb Chatham, Colton Dickens Action on the Bill 

School:  Holy Name ES  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Henderson  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Minimum Wage 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
 4 
Section 1: Raising the minimum wage in Kentucky would help ensure that workers earn pay that better 5 
reflects the current cost of living. Many families across the state face increasing expenses for housing, food, 6 
and other essentials. Adjusting the minimum wage could provide greater financial stability for working 7 
individuals and households. Several neighboring states, including Illinois and Ohio, have already implemented 8 
higher minimum wages. This bill will gradually raise the minimum wage in the Commonwealth of Kentucky to 9 
ensure fair compensation for workers, support working families, and strengthen the state’s economy.  10 
 11 
Section 2: KRS 337.275 IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: Except as may otherwise be provided by this 12 
chapter, every employer shall pay to each of his employees wages at a rate of not less than: 13 
 14 
Eight dollars and fifty cents ($8.50) per hour beginning July 1, 2026;Ten dollars ($10.00) per hour beginning 15 
July 1, 2027;Twelve dollars ($12.00) per hour beginning July 1, 2028;Thirteen dollars and fifty cents 16 
($13.50) per hour beginning July 1, 2029;and Fifteen dollars ($15.00) per hour beginning July 1, 2030. For 17 
any employee engaged in an occupation in which he or she customarily and regularly receives more than 18 
thirty dollars ($30) per month in tips from patrons or others, the employer may pay as a minimum not less 19 
than five 5 dollars ($5) per hour beginning July 1, 2026. 20 
 21 
Section 3: The minimum wage established in this bill shall apply to all employers and employees covered 22 
under Kentucky wage and hour laws. 23 
 24 
Section 4: If the federal minimum wage should increase to an amount more than the minimum wage in effect, 25 
the minimum wage should increase to match the federal minimum wage. 26 
 27 
Section 5: The Kentucky Labor Cabinet shall oversee implementation and enforcement of this bill, investigate 28 
complaints, and impose penalties for violations in accordance with existing wage and hour laws.29 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 BG11 

 

Referred to Committee: 
Senate  

Sponsors:  Lyla Leavelle, Levi Shoulders, Truitt Gillham, Henry Conville Action on the Bill 

School:  Holy Name ES  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Henderson  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Utilities Protections During Extreme Weather Events 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: Defined: Extreme weather conditions occur when the National Weather Service issues a heat 4 
advisory, wind chill advisory, winter storm warning, etc.;or when local temperatures are forecast to exceed 5 
95&deg;F or fall below 32&deg;F for the county in which the customer resides. Defined: Natural disaster is 6 
any natural event such as a flood, earthquake, tornado, etc. that causes great damage and/or loss of life also 7 
resulting in the declaration of a state of emergency. Defined: Utility means any provider of electricity, natural 8 
gas, water, or heating fuel operating within the Commonwealth of Kentucky.  9 
 10 
Section 2: Access to electricity, heating, cooling, and water is not just a convenience&mdash;it is a 11 
fundamental health and safety necessity, especially during extreme weather. Rising temperatures, intense 12 
storms, and bitter cold each pose serious risks: heat waves can trigger heat exhaustion or heat stroke, and 13 
freezing conditions can endanger vulnerable populations through hypothermia or loss of safe indoor 14 
conditions. Many nearby states have already taken action: all but one of our neighboring states have 15 
adopted policies to deal with extreme cold weather and 3 have policies for extreme heat. There has been a 16 
30% national increase in the amount of utility shutoffs in the US. Kentucky however has seen a more 17 
dramatic increase. In 2022, there was more than a 200% increase in the number of Kentuckians whose 18 
power was disconnected according to data from the Energy and Policy Institute and Center for Biological 19 
Diversity.  20 
 21 
Section 3: A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 278 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: (a) During any 22 
extreme weather event or declared natural disaster, all utilities shall suspend disconnection of residential 23 
service for nonpayment. (b) Utilities shall not charge late fees or penalties during the suspension period. (c) 24 
Service reconnections shall be made as soon as possible for customers previously disconnected. (d) The 25 
suspension of shutoffs shall remain in effect for the full duration of the extreme weather event or declared 26 
disaster;and an additional 72 hours following the official end of the event or emergency declaration. 27 
 28 
Section 4: Utilities shall notify customers of this protection policy through billing statements, websites, and 29 
public service announcements prior to and during extreme weather events.  30 
 31 
Section 5: The Kentucky Public Service Commission shall oversee compliance with this bill and may impose 32 
fines or corrective measures for violations. 33 
 34 
Section 6: This bill shall take effect on January 1, 2026.35 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 BG12 

 

Referred to Committee: 
Senate  

Sponsors:  Gracie Bartley, Abby Feldmann, Joe Colliver, Collier Harston Action on the Bill 

School:  Kammerer MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Louisville  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Mandatory Universal Background Checks for the Purchase or Transfer of Firearms 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
SECTION 1. A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 237 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: (1) Universal 4 
background checks are required for the purchase or transfer of any firearm. (2) Purchases or transfers are 5 
prohibited until the background check process is completed and is returned to the seller or donee. (3) The 6 
background check process includes a search of all relevant in-state criminal records, mental health records, 7 
juvenile delinquency records, warrants, and protective order information. (4) Criminal history information, 8 
including relevant juvenile delinquencies, warrants, and orders of protection, are reported to federal and 9 
state databases of prohibited purchasers. 10 
 11 
SECTION 2: Any statute contrary to this Act shall be amended or repealed.12 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 BG13 

 

Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Ella Goldsmith, Katie Billingsly, Noor Mayel, Aisha Piracha Action on the Bill 

School:  Kentucky Country Day - MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Louisville  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To  Prohibition on Abortion 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1. About 23% of women in Kentucky have reported attempted or completed rape once in their 4 
life;additionally, 3,000 Kentucky pregnancies have been caused by rape. Abortion has been illegal in 12 5 
states so far--Kentucky is unfortunately one of them. Abortion is defined as the termination of an embryo. 6 
The law should accomdate women in cases of domestic abuse, rape, and incest. Many women and children 7 
have to deal with domestic violence and the unborn child will most likely also have to grow up in a dangerous 8 
household. Incest is illegal in Kentucky, yet, it’s still happening and that should not punish the unborn child 9 
for going through possible genetic disorders. Abortion should be an option for women struggling in these 10 
situations;the government should not restrict them on their bodies. 11 
 12 
Section 2. KRS CHAPTER 311.772 IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: “(4)(C) in cases of rape or incest, 13 
(4)(D) in cases of domestic violence.”Abortion is to have less limitations and more freedom including cases of 14 
rape, incest and domestic abuse. Incest is whenever two biological humans have inter-course and a sperm 15 
fertilizes an egg. Domestic abuse is when a minor, male, or female is getting abused mentally or physically in 16 
a household. In these unfortunate circumstances, women shall have the right to abort to protect themselves 17 
and their unborn child. When a mother is raped and is impregnated with a future child, she shall be granted 18 
the right to an abortion as she did not agree to the pregnancy. 19 
 20 
Section 3. This amendment shall go into effect immediately upon passage to help protect women’s rights.21 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 BG14 

 

Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Iris Schliefer-Myers, Leina Yao Action on the Bill 

School:  Louisville Collegiate MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Louisville  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To ADHA diagnosis 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Our bill regards funding for ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder) diagnosis. ADHD is one of the 4 
most common mental disorders that affects children. Our bill will cover the issue of students in the state of 5 
Kentucky who don't have the opportunity or finances to get a proper diagnosis. 6 
 7 
According to the CDC, “Parents reported whether their child was currently taking medication for ADHD or 8 
had received behavior treatment for ADHD in the past 12 months.” There are roughly 379,173 students who 9 
have adhd (73% taking medications and treatments,) which means that there are about 102,000 children in 10 
KY who remain undiagnosed. This is around one-third of the population with adhd. 11 
 12 
We have reviewed some of the costs for a reliable ADHD evaluation in other states and found that in New 13 
York, the state uses this method for diagnosis: the ATTN Center. This version of testing takes about two 14 
hours, and the fee is $825. Our goal is to lower this cost even more. Another example of expensive testing is 15 
in California at Mind Study Center: Prices range from $400 for a basic evaluation to $14000 for 16 
comprehensive testing. Test results could take anywhere from weeks to months. 17 
 18 
A possible solution to extremely expensive testing could be developing machine learning algorithms that can 19 
detect signs of adhd, giving children a pre-test screening, covered by government grants, in a more cost-20 
effective and time-efficient manner. If these machines and companies receive funding for research and 21 
testing, the cost of diagnosis could be lowered by 1,000-500 dollars and take zero wait time, compared to 22 
waiting for a month-months. Our bill proposes gaining funding through grants such as the (NOFO) Notice of 23 
funding opportunity. We would develop machines that would learn algorithms and detect signs of adhd, 24 
determining whether students could be qualified for an evaluation.25 
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Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Theo Ertz, Paxton Adams, Carter Weatherholt Action on the Bill 

School:  Noe MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Louisville  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To deforestation. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1. 4 
  5 
A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 149 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 6 
 7 
(1) For every tree that is cut down in Kentucky, the person or company cutting it down must plant at least 8 
two (2) new trees. 9 
 10 
(2) The replacement trees must be provided by the same company or person who removed the original tree. 11 
 12 
(3) The Kentucky Division of Forestry will check records and planting sites to make sure the new trees were 13 
actually planted and cared for. 14 
 15 
Section 2. 16 
  17 
There is appropriated to the Kentucky Division of Forestry from the General Fund the sum of $1,000,000 in 18 
fiscal year 2025&ndash;2026 to support tree replacement programs. 19 
 20 
Section 3. 21 
  22 
Any statute contrary to this Act shall be repealed or amended as necessary.23 
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Referred to Committee: 
Senate  

Sponsors:  Rhett Goodan, Henry Duggins, Catherine Lindblom Action on the Bill 

School:  Noe MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Louisville  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To free pre-kindergarten education for children. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1. 4 
  5 
A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 199 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 6 
 7 
(1) Children who are three (3) or four (4) years old and live in Kentucky will be able to attend pre-8 
kindergarten for free. 9 
 10 
(2) Parents or guardians may choose to send their child to any approved pre-k program in the state. 11 
 12 
(3) The Division of Child Care will run this program, review applications, and give funds to approved schools. 13 
 14 
Section 2. 15 
  16 
There is appropriated to the Division of Child Care from the General Fund the sum of $900,000,000 in fiscal 17 
year 2025&ndash;2026 to support free pre-kindergarten programs. 18 
 19 
Section 3. 20 
  21 
Any statute contrary to this Act shall be repealed or amended as necessary.22 
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Referred to Committee: 
Senate  

Sponsors:  Cass Ratnayake, Finn Malin, Boone Adams, Juliette Pieroni Action on the Bill 

School:  Noe MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Louisville  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To funding businesses using renewable energy. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1. 4 
  5 
A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 154.27 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 6 
 7 
(1) Businesses in Kentucky that use renewable energy, such as solar or wind power, may receive financial 8 
help from the state when needed. 9 
 10 
(2) The Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development will be in charge of deciding which businesses qualify 11 
and giving out the funding. 12 
 13 
Section 2. 14 
  15 
There is appropriated to the Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development from the General Fund the sum of 16 
$45,000,000,000 in fiscal year 2025&ndash;2026 to support renewable-energy businesses. 17 
 18 
Section 3. 19 
  20 
Any statute contrary to this Act shall be repealed or amended as necessary.21 
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Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  McKenna Kragel, Mia Wilson, Avery Fey, Juliette Pieroni Action on the Bill 
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____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Louisville  
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To grocery stores providing near expiration food to local food banks. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1. 4 
  5 
A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 253 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 6 
 7 
(1) All grocery stores in Kentucky must donate food that is within ten (10) days of expiring to a local food 8 
bank. 9 
 10 
(2) Grocery stores must keep basic records of the expiration dates of food they receive and when they 11 
donate food to a food bank. 12 
 13 
(3) Local food banks will check these records once (1) a month to make sure grocery stores are following the 14 
rules. 15 
 16 
Section 2. 17 
  18 
There is appropriated to local food banks from the General Fund the sum of $1,200 in fiscal year 2026 for 19 
the purpose of transporting donated food. 20 
 21 
Section 3. 22 
  23 
Any statute contrary to this Act shall be repealed or amended as necessary.24 
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Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Emily Ross, Olivia Fields, Sophia Carnell Action on the Bill 
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____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Louisville  
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To the restoration and protection of Native American burial grounds and cultural structures. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1. 4 
  5 
A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 6 
 7 
(1) Native American burial grounds and cultural sites in Kentucky must be protected from damage, and no 8 
new buildings may be put on top of them. 9 
 10 
(2) If a site needs repairs or restoration, the Kentucky Heritage Council may work with the landowner to 11 
restore it. 12 
 13 
(3) The Kentucky Heritage Council will make sure these sites are protected and that construction projects 14 
follow these rules. 15 
 16 
Section 2. 17 
  18 
There is appropriated to the Kentucky Heritage Council from the General Fund the sum of $500,000 in fiscal 19 
year 2025&ndash;2026 to help protect and restore Native American sites. 20 
 21 
Section 3. 22 
  23 
Any statute contrary to this Act shall be repealed or amended as necessary.24 
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Referred to Committee: 
Senate  

Sponsors:  Haley Adams, Anaiya Davis, Caelynn McDaniels Action on the Bill 

School:  Paris MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Paris  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To  Increasing the Mental Health Support in Middle Schools Throughout the State of 1 
Kentucky 2 

Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 3 
 4 

Section 1: All public middle schools shall require a mental health specialist.     5 
 6 
Section 2:  Depression and anxiety in middle school-age children in Kentucky affect about 3 out of 10 7 
teenagers, as reported in 2025. Nearly 60% of all teens experience some form of mental health challenge. 8 
While some data shows decreasing percentages in anxiety (from 37% to 32%) and depression (from 23%-9 
18%), this is due to an increase in the number of mental health specialists in schools.    10 
 11 
Anxiety and Depression affect about 16% of middle school-aged students in our state. Nearly one in five 12 
students attending public schools in the United States utilizes school-based mental health services. This bill 13 
will focus on increasing the number of mental health specialists for middle school-aged children in Kentucky.   14 
 15 
Section 3:  In 2025, the state of Kentucky had a budget surplus of $313.5 million, of which $251.3 million is 16 
going to the Budget Reserve Trust Fund. The average yearly salary of a mental health specialist is between 17 
$55,000 and $65,000. There are 319 middle schools in the state of Kentucky.  Providing a mental health 18 
specialist for each of Kentucky's 319 middle schools would cost the state $20.8 million. The Kentucky 19 
Budget Surplus Reserve Trust Fund would provide this funding.     20 
 21 
Section 4: This will be implemented on July 1st, 2026. Failure to follow the new regulations in year one will 22 
result in written reprimands and a meeting with the Kentucky Department of Education. Failure to follow the 23 
new regulation in year two will result in a 12% reduction in state funding and a meeting with the Kentucky 24 
Department of Education.      25 
 26 
Section 5:  This act will take effect July 1, 2026.     27 
 28 
Section 6:   Any statute contrary to this act shall be amended or repealed.29 
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Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  jase cornett, Titus Mofield, Scarlet Schroeder Action on the Bill 
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____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
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____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Proper Funds for Teachers 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: The purpose of this bill is to ensure competitive salaries, adequate classroom resources, and 4 
improved retention of certified teachers in all Kentucky public schools. 5 
 6 
Section 2: All certified public-school teachers shall receive a minimum 10% salary increase. Teachers in high-7 
need districts shall receive an additional 5% stipend. Each teacher shall receive $1,000 annually for 8 
classroom supplies, distributed directly to teachers. The Kentucky Department of Education shall create a 9 
statewide mentoring program for first-year teachers, with mentors receiving a $500. 10 
 11 
Section 3: Funding shall come from a new Teacher Quality and Retention Fund, supported by: reallocated 12 
unused state administrative funds and a 0.1% increase in the general fund for public education. 13 
 14 
Section 4: Districts failing to implement the provisions will face a 5% reduction in discretionary state funding 15 
until compliant.  16 
 17 
Section 5: This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.18 
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Referred to Committee: 
Senate  

Sponsors:  Anvit Bansal, Margaret Boarman, Lane Huber, Philip Savage Action on the Bill 

School:  Sayre School MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Banning Smoking and Vaping in a Motor Vehicle with a Minor 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: A new section of KRS Chapter 189 is created to read as follows: This bill will make it illegal to 4 
smoke a cigarette and/or use a vapor product (“vaping”) in a motor vehicle with a minor present. 5 
 6 
Section 2: Definitions 7 
 8 
For the purpose of this bill, these terms have the following meanings. 9 
- MINOR means any person who has not reached the age of eighteen (18) as described in KRS 387.010 to 10 
387.280 11 
- SMOKING means the inhaling, exhaling, carrying of any lighted or heated cigar, cigarette, hookah, pipe, 12 
plant, or any other lightened or heated tobacco product or other materials instead for inhalation in any 13 
matter or any form 14 
- MOTOR VEHICLE means a vehicle propelled by an engine transporting passengers. For a more detailed 15 
definition, refer to KRS 189.752 to 189.753 16 
- VAPOR PRODUCT means an electronic device that releases vaporized nicotine to the user. For a more 17 
detailed definition, refer to KRS 138.130 to 138.205 18 
- CIGARETTES means any roll for smoking, or any other substance, irrespective of size or shape, and whether 19 
or not the tobacco or substance has flavor. For a more detailed definition, refer to KRS 227.770 to 227.784 20 
 21 
Section 3: Funding. This bill requires no additional funds to be enacted. Officers who are already on patrol 22 
will have the responsibility to look out for people who are smoking a cigarette and/or using a vapor product 23 
(“vaping”) in a motor vehicle with a minor present. 24 
 25 
Section 4: Penalties. The first offense is a $50 fine. The second and every time after that will be a $75 fine.26 
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Referred to Committee: 
Senate  

Sponsors:  Bennett Chappell, Cooper Cissell, Calvin Cull, Gavin Long Action on the Bill 
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____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Louisville  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Minimum Lunch Portion Sizes for Grades 6-8 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: All Kentucky Schools are required to serve lunch portion sizes to students in grades 6-8 which 4 
adhere to the minimum requirements set forth by the USDA. 5 
 6 
Section 2: Currently only 90% of public schools in Kentucky adhere to USDA national nutrition standards. 7 
This will require all schools, public and private, to meet USDA minimum standards. 8 
 9 
Section 3: Public schools following USDA guidelines receive federal funding for school lunch programs. 10 
 11 
Section 4: Private schools will have flexibility to adjust the cost of school lunches to align with school lunch 12 
needs. 13 
 14 
Section 5: This bill will go into effect July 1, 2026. School compliance will be required for the 2026-27 15 
school year. 16 
 17 
Section 6: Any statute contrary to this Act shall be amended or repealed.18 
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Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Carter Richards, Mack McLaren, Austyn Davis, Amelia Tate Action on the Bill 

School:  Walden School MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Louisville  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To the prohibition of solitary confinement for juveniles in detention facilities. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1. A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 605 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 4 
- (1) No juvenile who is under the age of eighteen (18) years shall be placed in solitary confinement or any 5 
form of isolation that involves the physical separation of the juvenile from the general population for 6 
disciplinary, administrative, or protective reasons. 7 
- (2) For the purposes of this section, “solitary confinement”or “isolation”means the involuntary placement of 8 
a juvenile alone in a locked room or cell, for any period of time, except as provided in subsection (3) of this 9 
section. 10 
- (3) Temporary separation of a juvenile shall be permitted only when both of the following conditions are 11 
met: 12 
 a. The juvenile poses an immediate and substantial risk of physical harm to self or others;and 13 
 b. The separation lasts no longer than four (4) hours and is used solely to reduce the risk of immediate 14 
harm. 15 
- (4) During any temporary separation permitted under subsection (3), a staff member shall: 16 
 a. Visually check the juvenile at least every fifteen (15) minutes;and 17 
 b. Provide the juvenile access to mental health services, educational materials, and meals consistent with 18 
facility standards. 19 
- (5) Each juvenile detention facility shall document all instances of temporary separation, including the 20 
reason for separation, its duration, and the actions taken to return the juvenile to the general population. 21 
Records shall be reported quarterly to the Department of Juvenile Justice. 22 
- (6) Any facility found in violation of this section shall be subject to administrative review and corrective 23 
action by the Department of Juvenile Justice. 24 
  25 
Section 2. Any statute contrary to this Act shall be amended or repealed. 26 
 27 
Section 3. This Act shall take effect January 1, 2026.28 
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Referred to Committee: 
Senate  

Sponsors:  Kylie Oelfke, Karleigh Puckett, Johnny McLean, Parris Tabor Action on the Bill 

School:  Webster Co. MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Dixon  
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Animal Breeding 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
SECTION 1. A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 258 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 4 
 5 
(1) The purpose of this section is to promote the health and welfare of animals, reduce overbreeding, and 6 
decrease overcrowding in Kentucky animal shelters. 7 
 8 
(2) A person licensed as a commercial breeder in the Commonwealth of Kentucky shall comply with the 9 
following requirements: 10 
 (a) No animal under the breeder’s care may produce more than four (4) litters in its lifetime; 11 
 (b) There shall be a minimum of eight (8) months between the end of one pregnancy and the conception of 12 
the next; and 13 
 (c) The breeder shall obtain written approval from a licensed veterinarian prior to each planned breeding. 14 
 15 
(3) Exceptions. 16 
 If a pregnancy ends by miscarriage, abortion, or loss of pregnancy, the breeder shall still comply with the 17 
eight (8) month waiting period, but the lost litter shall not count toward the four-litter lifetime limit. 18 
 19 
(4) Enforcement. 20 
 (a) Enforcement of this section shall be carried out by the Animal Control Services or animal control 21 
officers in the county where the breeder is located. 22 
 (b) A breeder found in violation of this section shall have their commercial breeder license revoked. 23 
 (c) A breeder in violation shall be fined five hundred dollars ($500) for each animal bred beyond the legal 24 
limit and seventy-five dollars ($75) for each litter exceeding the four-litter limit. 25 
 26 
SECTION 2. This Act shall take effect on January 1, 2026. 27 
 28 
SECTION 3. Any statute or part of a statute in conflict with this Act is hereby repealed to the extent of the 29 
conflict. 30 
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Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Milly Thompson, Anne-Riley Corbin, Cyndi Case Action on the Bill 

School:  Adair Co. MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Columbia  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To amend political ideology or affiliation as a protected category under hate crimes law. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1- It shall be unlawful to intentionally commit or threaten acts of violence, property damage, 4 
intimidation, or harassment against any person based on their actual or perceived political beliefs or 5 
affiliations. Penalties will increase if a criminal act is fun to be politically motivated. 6 
 7 
Section 2- mandate specialized training for law enforcement on identifying and investigating political hate 8 
crimes 9 
 10 
Section 3- mirror existing hate crime sentencing enhancements. Allow for increased sentencing or fines for 11 
politically motivated crimes. 12 
 13 
Section 4- Require agencies to track and report incidents of political hate crimes annually. 14 
 15 
Section 5- If any part of the law is held unconstitutional, the rest remains in effect. 16 
 17 
Section 6-This law will go into effect on July 1, 2026.18 
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Referred to Committee: 
Senate  

Sponsors:  Grigsby Brown, Fin Dunn, Michael Shain, Kinley Thompson Action on the Bill 

School:  Bardstown MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Bardstown  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Adjusting the Kentucky State Income Tax for Low-Income Earners and Creating a Red Dye 1 
40 Tax 2 

Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 3 
 4 

Section 1: The state income tax rate shall be lowered from 4% to 2% for all individuals who earn less than or 5 
equal to $25,000 annually. Reducing the state income tax for this income group will allow more money to 6 
remain within local communities. This increase in spending power will help small businesses, strengthen 7 
neighborhood economies, and improve overall financial stability for Kentucky families. 8 
 Section 2:This bill shall apply only to individual taxpayers. It will not affect companies, corporations, or 9 
nonprofit organizations. For individuals in this income bracket, the state income tax will remain 2% of gross 10 
income, and existing tax deductions and credits will remain unchanged. 11 
 Section 3:This bill will directly benefit lower-income earners and communities by allowing more personal 12 
income to be used for everyday expenses such as food, housing, and transportation. It is estimated that 13 
qualifying Kentuckians could retain up to $500 more per year. Indirectly, this will also stimulate small 14 
businesses as increased consumer spending encourages local economic growth. 15 
 Section 4:Funding for this bill will come from the creation of a new excise tax, known as the “Red Dye 40 16 
Tax.”This tax will add two cents ($0.02) to every one dollar ($1.00) spent on food or beverage products 17 
containing Allura Red AC (Red Dye 40). This includes, but is not limited to, candies, fruit-flavored snacks, soft 18 
drinks, and drink mixes. 19 
 Section 5:Any store, manufacturer, or distributor that fails to comply with the Red Dye 40 Tax collection 20 
requirement will face penalties. 21 
Penalties will include a 10% reduction in profits earned from all Red Dye 40 products sold during the period 22 
of noncompliance, in addition to any other fines determined by the Kentucky Department of Revenue. 23 
 Section 6: This bill shall be added to Title XI &ndash;Revenue and Taxation, Chapter 141 &ndash;Income 24 
Tax, under Statute 141.019, relating to the calculation of adjusted gross income and net income for 25 
taxpayers other than corporations.26 
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Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Abbott Andrew, Aili Mizutani, Hadley Smith, Kinley Thompson Action on the Bill 

School:  Bardstown MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
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____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Bardstown  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Creating Homeless Shelters in Kentucky 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: The purpose of this Act is to reduce poverty in Kentucky by expanding access to educational and 4 
job training opportunities, increasing affordable housing, improving access to essential services like food, 5 
childcare, and healthcare, and investing in struggling communities to support long-term growth and stability. 6 
 Section 2: The Kentucky Poverty Reduction Task Force is established to study poverty and recommend 7 
statewide strategies. The Task Force will include three House members, three Senate members, and 8 
representatives from the Departments of Health and Family Services, Education, and Labor, along with at 9 
least two nonprofit leaders who work with low-income communities. The Task Force will submit a report with 10 
recommendations and funding strategies to the Governor and General Assembly by December 2026. 11 
 Section 3: Kentucky will expand job training by offering free credentialing programs through KCTCS for 12 
individuals earning up to 200% of the federal poverty level. A $10 million annual grant program will support 13 
internships, job training, and youth workforce programs in underserved communities. 14 
 Section 4: The Affordable Housing Expansion Program will invest $50 million annually to build and renovate 15 
affordable housing in high-poverty rural and urban areas. Landlords who offer long-term affordable leases 16 
will receive tax incentives. 17 
 Section 5: Families earning up to 250% of the federal poverty level will receive expanded childcare subsidies. 18 
Beginning in the 2026&ndash;2027 school year, all Kentucky public schools will provide free breakfast and 19 
lunch to every student. A pilot Universal Basic Income program will be implemented in one city and one rural 20 
county to evaluate the impact of direct monthly payments on poverty reduction. 21 
 Section 6: Healthcare access will expand by raising Medicaid eligibility to 150% of the federal poverty level. 22 
Mobile health clinics will receive grants to serve underserved rural and urban areas, improving access to 23 
preventive and primary care. 24 
 Section 7: The ten counties with the highest poverty rates will be designated as Community Uplift Zones. 25 
These areas will receive small business tax credits, grants for infrastructure improvements, and support for 26 
local entrepreneurship and workforce development. 27 
 Section 8: Funding will come from state budget allocations, federal grants, and public-private partnerships. 28 
The Legislative Research Commission will evaluate the effectiveness of these programs by July 2026.29 
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Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Adler Birch, Malaya Bland, Kenzie Meza, Harper Swanson Action on the Bill 

School:  Bluegrass MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Elizabethtown  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To implementing anti-bullying programs in all public elementary schools in Kentucky. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
SECTION 1. All public elementary schools in Kentucky will implement an approved bullying prevention 4 
program in order to reduce the harmful effects of bullying and harassment of students. 5 
 6 
SECTION 2. Funding for these programs will be secured from both non-profit organization grants, state 7 
education funds, and community contributions.  8 
 9 
SECTION 3. Schools will have one year from the day of enactment to officially decide on which bullying 10 
prevention programs to use;compliance would be monitored by the Kentucky Department of Education.11 
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Referred to Committee: 
Senate  

Sponsors:  Emme Brittingham Action on the Bill 

School:  Christ the King ES - Lexington  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Lexington  
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating to Having Accessible Emergency Devices in Kentucky Schools Such as: Epipens, Inhalers, and 1 
a Glucose Monitors. 2 

Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 3 
 4 

Section 1: All Kentucky schools must require accessible medical devices. These will include 5 
epipens, inhalers, and a glucose monitor. This law also requires that at least one member of the 6 
faculty be trained on how to use all the devices. The main reason for these devices is that 7 
health problems are unpredictable. The medical conditions that require these devices can 8 
happen at any point, plus this bill will help account for issues that students and staff may not be 9 
yet aware of.  10 
Section 2: These medical items need to be in a location that is open to not just teachers but 11 
older students that can use these items in emergency situations. An epipen, inhalers, and 12 
glucose monitors will be located in the nurse&#39;s office. However, if the school does not have a 13 
nurse’s office, the alternative will be the front office. For an epipen, there should also be one 14 
epipen located in a safe, accessible place in the cafeteria.  15 
Section 3:  The average retail price of an epipen is around $650-$750 depending on the style 16 
and brand. The name brand Epi-pens and Epipen Jr’s price can be railed down depending on 17 
your insure policy.  18 
Section 4: According to MDsaves the estimated national cost of a standard glucose test is $21. 19 
However, the cost can range from $7-$246. The more expensive tests however, are not needed 20 
for schools because those types of tests are only needed in hospitals. The cost for the types of 21 
tests needed in schools are anywhere from $15-$35.  22 
Section 5: Before insurance the price of an albuterol, generic 18g inhaler is around $50 though 23 
prices can vary. At the same time, there are also name brand inhalers that can cost up to 24 
around $200.  25 
Section 6: Medication does expire. Epinephrine normally lasts 18 months. Inhalers last one year 26 
and a glucose test will be accurate for up to three months once opened. This would factor into 27 
some of the cost. Each school would have to buy two of each item every school year. That 28 
would be $1,400 worth of epipens, $100 worth of inhalers, and $50 worth of glucose tests. In 29 
total that is $1,550 per school year. That is a small fee to pay to save lives or a trip to the 30 
hospital.  31 
Section 7: This bill will go into effect in August 2026. Which means the 2026-2027 school year.32 
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Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Jake Bowles, Avery Anderkin, Jack Clickner Action on the Bill 
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____ ☐  Passed      
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Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Lexington  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Mandating That Every Youth Coach has to be CPR Certified. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: The purpose of this bill is to increase the safety of young athletes by ensuring all 4 
youth sports teams with participants 12 years or younger have coaches that are certified in 5 
CPR, and who can respond in an emergency health situation. 6 
Section 2: Every team’s parent organization would pay for the training and the cost decreases 7 
with more people that attend. For youth sports organizations teams, the organization would 8 
still pay, but most of the time, a youth sports coach is also a regular season coach. After you are 9 
certified once, you have to be recertified every 2 years. After your first certification course you 10 
have to go back in three years and do everything over again.    11 
Section 3: The youth sports organization will be responsible for the cost of CPR certifications. 12 
This can be passed on to the participants through registration fees, covered through fundraising 13 
or sponsorships, or however the organization is able to secure the funds necessary to meet the 14 
requirement. The Kentucky Sports Authority will be responsible for ensuring the youth sports 15 
organizations are in compliance, as the organizations will be responsible for providing an annual 16 
report that includes a document certifying that their team’s coaches in their organizations meet 17 
the requirement. Failure to follow this requirement will have penalties - 1 st time: Warning; 2 nd 18 
time: $250 fine; 3 rd time: $500 fine.  4 th time: The organization will be restricted access to the 19 
public facility where they practice and play.  20 
Section 4: The reason that it is only teams of 12 years or younger is because most teams of 13 21 
or older have their own athletic staff. KHSAA doesn’t allow games or practices to happen 22 
without a trainer. When doing high school sports, you can start high school sports at the age of 23 
13. All coaches on a staff for sports teams 12 years or under will have all coaches be CPR 24 
certified. This way if one coach is not there, we have another coach on the staff to help. 25 
Coaches who are certified will wear a unique badge to let people know.   26 
Section 5: This bill would go into effect on January 1, 2026.27 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Adding More Crosswalks for Pedestrian Safety 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: Over 800 Kentucky citizens die every year because of poor crosswalk safety. Our bill will change 4 
that. Our bill is going to build more sidewalks in areas that are in need of them. And we hope to change the 5 
number of people dying from car crashes. We plan to make the current crosswalks better at night;there will 6 
be more reflective lights on the crosswalks, and better sensors for people crossing the street. And this bill 7 
will especially affect smaller towns that don't have as good sidewalks and are in need of them.  8 
 9 
Section 2: We are doing this because it's horrible that over 800 people die annually due to poor crosswalks, 10 
and another 140,000 are severely injured. We made this bill to stop people from getting severely injured and 11 
dying because of car crashes and poorly kept crosswalks. By passing this bill, we are making it so that 12 
hundreds of people are saved from car crashes and thousands are saved from severe injuries. 13 
 14 
Section 3: The U.S.D.O.T. (U.S. Department of Transportation) will be funding our bill, and it will cost 15 
13,900,000. The U.S.D.O.T. has a max funding amount of $25 million, meaning we will be able to use a 16 
portion of this money to build our crosswalks.  17 
 18 
Section 4: This will be enforced by the Kentucky Department of Transportation. 19 
 20 
Section 5: This bill will go into effect in the Spring of 2027.21 
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____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Henderson  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating to Child Abuse Penalties 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: KRS 508.100 is amended to read as follows:  4 
- A person is guilty of criminal abuse in the first degree when he or she intentionall subjects a minor child to 5 
abuse that causes physical injury, risk of death, torture, or emotional trauma.  6 
- Under current law, criminal abuse in the first degree is classified as a Class B felony if the victim is under 7 
the age of 12.  8 
- The General Assembly hereby amends the age limit of 12 years of age to 18 years of age.  9 
 10 
A Class B felony is punishable by 10 to 20 years of imprisonment. 11 
 12 
Section 2: The purpose of this Act is to strengthen child protection laws in the Commonwealth by increasing 13 
the age limit from 12 to 18 years of age more appropriately reflects the harm caused and provides a greater 14 
deterrence.  15 
 16 
Section 3: This Act shall take effect on January 1, 2026.17 
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Referred to Committee: 
Senate  
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Funding for Child Protective Services (CPS). 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: The purpose of this Act is to provide increased and stable funding for Kentucky Child Protective 4 
Services (CPS) to ensure that children in state care are placed in safe, adequate, and supportive housing 5 
environments.  6 
 7 
Section 2: The Youth Assembly finds that: 8 
- CPS is responsible for the safety and/or well-being of children who under circumstances, cannot stay in 9 
their homes due to abuse, neglect, or unsafe conditions. 10 
- Additional state funding is necessary to help with better housing options such as foster homes, group 11 
homes, and/or emergency shelters. 12 
- Funding will come from increasing taxes on demerit goods (tobacco products, cigarettes, vapes, alcohol, 13 
ect.) 14 
 15 
Section 3: This bill will increase the current tax on these products from 6% to 8%. The extra 2% collected will 16 
go directly to a special fund that supports CPS housing.  17 
 18 
Section 4: These funds will be used exclusively for: 19 
- Expanding the number of licensed foster homes 20 
- Improving the quality of existing housing 21 
- Increasing the availability of placement for children 22 
- Providing necessary resources for children entering into CPS 23 
 24 
Section 5: The Cabinet for Health and Family will oversee that funds will be used accordingly and will provide 25 
a report on how the money was used for the year to the General Assembly. This report will cover: 26 
- Total revenue collected 27 
- How funds were used 28 
- The impact that the funding had on housing and child outcomes. 29 
 30 
Section 6: This Act shall take effect on January 1, 2026.31 
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House  
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To healthy farming practices. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
SECTION 1:  A new section of KRS chapter 250 is created and read as follows;(1) All Glyphosate product 4 
shall be banned from all edible field products, such as sweet corn, wheat, and soybeans. (2) This shall only 5 
apply to field products sold to the public, not including private crops or yards or other uses 6 
 7 
SECTION 2: The KDA will be responsible for administering and enforcing the services of this Act. Due to this 8 
The Commissioner shall spread administrative regulations necessary to implement and enforce the provisions 9 
of this Act. Any person who violates the provisions of this Act shall be subject to a partial Class D felony. The 10 
Civil penalties not to exceed $1,000 for the first offense and not to exceed $5,000 for each subsequent 11 
offense. It is appropriated to the KDA from the General Fund 1,000,000 in fiscal year 2027-2028 for the 12 
purposes of human health. 13 
 14 
Section 3: This bill would go into effect on March 1st, 2027. This shall only apply to field products sold to 15 
the public, not including people’s yards or other uses 16 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To A Sales Tax Period (Holiday) for Back-To-School Supplies 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: A sales tax holiday would provide Kentucky residents with a temporary suspension of the state 4 
sales tax on certain items, such as school supplies, clothing, or household goods. This measure is intended to 5 
give families modest financial relief during key times of the year and encourage local shopping. Several 6 
neighboring states, including Tennessee and Virginia, have implemented similar tax-free weekends. 7 
Establishing a sales tax holiday in Kentucky would align the state with these regional practices and offer 8 
short-term savings for consumers. 9 
 10 
Section 2: A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 139 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: (a) A statewide sales 11 
and use tax holiday is hereby established beginning at 12:01 a.m. on the first Friday in August and ending at 12 
11:59 p.m. on the following Sunday of each year. (b) During this period, no sales or use tax shall be collected 13 
on eligible items as defined in Section 3 of this bill. 14 
 15 
Section 3: The following items shall be exempt from sales and use tax during the sales tax holiday: (a) School 16 
supplies, including but not limited to notebooks, pens, pencils, crayons, paper, binders, calculators, 17 
backpacks, and art supplies;(b) Clothing and footwear with a sales price of $100 or less per item;(c) 18 
Computers and tablets with a sales price of $1,000 or less per item;(d) Educational materials, including 19 
reference books, dictionaries, and workbooks used in classroom instruction. 20 
 21 
Section 4: The Kentucky Department of Revenue shall issue rules and guidance as necessary to implement 22 
and enforce the provisions of this bill. 23 
 24 
Section 5: This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2026, and the first sales tax holiday shall occur in August 25 
2026.26 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To School Counseling Services 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: Mental health is a critical part of a child’s overall well-being and success. Today’s students face 4 
increased stress from academic pressures, social challenges, and personal or family issues. Providing 5 
consistent access to trained school counselors helps students develop coping skills, manage emotions, and 6 
build resilience. Supporting mental health in schools not only improves emotional well-being but also 7 
enhances academic performance, reduces behavioral problems, and fosters a safer, more positive learning 8 
environment. Ensuring counselors have more time to work directly with students is essential for helping 9 
every child thrive. This bill increases the minimum time that Kentucky public school counselors spend 10 
providing direct and indirect services to students from sixty percent (60%) to eighty percent (80%). This 11 
change aligns state standards with the recommendations of the American School Counselor Association 12 
(ASCA) and strengthens academic, career, and social-emotional support for all students. 13 
 14 
Section 2: KRS 158.4416 is amended to read as follows: (a) Each school counselor employed by a public 15 
school district in the Commonwealth shall devote no less than eighty percent (80%) of his or her total 16 
working time to the direct provision of counseling and guidance services to students. (b) Direct and indirect 17 
services shall include, but not be limited to: academic guidance and course planning;career exploration and 18 
postsecondary readiness;social-emotional learning, behavioral support, and crisis response;and collaboration 19 
with teachers, parents, and school staff to support student success. (c) Non-counseling duties such as 20 
standardized testing coordination, substitute teaching, clerical work, or administrative assignments shall not 21 
count toward the eighty percent (80%) requirement. 22 
 23 
Section 3: Each local board of education shall ensure that school counselors are provided sufficient 24 
administrative support or reassigned duties as needed to meet this requirement. The Kentucky Department 25 
of Education shall provide technical assistance and guidance to school districts to facilitate compliance with 26 
this section and shall monitor implementation as part of its regular accountability and support processes. 27 
 28 
Section 4: This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.29 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Mandatory Universal Background Checks for the Purchase or Transfer of Firearms 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
SECTION 1. A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 237 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: (1) Universal 4 
background checks are required for the purchase or transfer of any firearm. (2) Purchases or transfers are 5 
prohibited until the background check process is completed and is returned to the seller or donee. (3) The 6 
background check process includes a search of all relevant in-state criminal records, mental health records, 7 
juvenile delinquency records, warrants, and protective order information. (4) Criminal history information, 8 
including relevant juvenile delinquencies, warrants, and orders of protection, are reported to federal and 9 
state databases of prohibited purchasers. 10 
 11 
SECTION 2: Any statute contrary to this Act shall be amended or repealed.12 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To School Shootings and Declaring and Emergency 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
SECTION 1. A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: (1) Increased 4 
amount of police officers shall be stationed in schools. (2) Faculty shall be mandated to complete twenty (20) 5 
hours of self-defense (3) Greater security will be put in schools (4) Increased mandatory teaching on 6 
discouraging gun violence once per trimester from 5th (Fifth) through 9th (Ninth) grades that last 1 period.  7 
 8 
Section 2. Any statute contrary to this Act shall be amended or repealed. 9 
 10 
Section 3. The following KRS section is repealed: 158.4412 - Plan for implementation of state assessment 11 
and accountability system. 12 
 13 
Section 4. There is appropriated to the Department of Education from the Stronger Connections Grant to 14 
provide $18,000,000 for the purposes of this bill. 15 
 16 
Section 5. Whereas school safety is the top priority for the General Assembly, an emergency is declared to 17 
exist, and this Act takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise 18 
becoming a law.19 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 CW15 

 

Referred to Committee: 
House  

Sponsors:  Nylah Fowler, Cara Yao, Abby Veliquette Action on the Bill 

School:  Louisville Collegiate MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

Senate 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
 

City:  Louisville  

TYP 

 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To the School Safety and Resilience Act 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Our bill calls for adding an amendment to the School Safety and Resilience Act. Seeing that since its 4 
implementation, safety in schools, specifically firearm-related safety in schools, has not been as low as 5 
necessary for a 100% safe learning environment. According to Education Week, “There have been 234 6 
school shootings in which at least one person was killed or injured since 2018.”Following the implementation 7 
(2019), there have been 210 school shootings. In 2024 alone, there were 77 injuries or deaths as a result of 8 
39 school shootings in Kentucky. Despite these implementations, more must be done to protect Kentucky’s 9 
youth. 10 
 11 
According to the Anxiety and Depression Association of America, "The rate of PTSD in people directly 12 
exposed to mass shootings may be as high as 36% among survivors." Depression, another debilitating 13 
mental condition, occurs in up to 80% of people with PTSD. The Department of Justice found that Kentucky 14 
often fails to provide access to community-based mental health services for many people with these serious 15 
mental illnesses. The innocent bystanders of these mass shootings are often forever scarred and require 16 
attention from mental health officials. 17 
 18 
We propose expanding the mental health support of 19RS SB1 by increasing funding for mental health 19 
facilities in Kentucky schools. This proactive step would not only help prevent school shootings but also 20 
foster a safer and more supportive school environment, ultimately improving the well-being of all students. 21 
 22 
Seeing that, since 2019 (when 19RS SB1 was enacted), one of the most frequent annual leading causes of 23 
death in youth under 18 has been firearm-related deaths. Since 2018, there have been 221 deaths and 24 
injuries in the state of Kentucky as a result of school shootings. As per the Journal of Pediatric Health, “ACEs 25 
[Adverse Childhood Experiences], described as one or more traumatic experiences in a person's life occurring 26 
before the age of 18 years, have been found to have a tremendous impact on future violence, victimization, 27 
perpetration, and health.”Our solution is to expand the outreach of the mental health section of 19RS SB1, 28 
thereby increasing funding for mental health in schools across Kentucky. Not only will this action reduce 29 
school shootings, but we believe it will also improve students' general well-being. We would request 2% of 30 
the school’s $ 16.9 billion biennial fiscal year 2026 spending budget to achieve this goal, which would also 31 
enable better training of mental health professionals and resources. 32 
 33 
This bill will be enacted during the 2026-2027 school year.34 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An act relating to a calm and safe space for overstimulated students 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
SECTION 1:This is a place where students can take a supervised break. A place like this can assure that all students will 4 
have a safe space to go when stressed. This place will include a trusted adult that won't pressure a student when 5 
overstimulated. The student participating in this will be getting work done as they take a moment away from the noisy 6 
environment of a classroom. This with anxiety, focus, and overstimulation. 7 
 8 
SECTION 2: 9 
*Eligible students- Any child who is overwhelmed and/or stressed. 10 
*Supervisor- A trained and trusted adult that is capable of dealing with children. 11 
*When- All day during the school day for 15-30 minutes. 12 
 13 
SECTION 3: Students may visit this space for 15-30 minutes a day, once a day. Unless approved by a counselor, the 14 
student should not be able to show up whenever. This room does not include being able to use electronic devices, and 15 
eating and/or drinking anything (Except water). If a student appears in crisis, the supervising adult may refer to them as 16 
a counselor. 17 
 18 
SECTION 4: This room may be open all hours of the school day to all students. The adults in this room may include 19 
counselors, wellness workers, designated teachers, or aids. The adults in this room will be trained in de-escalation, 20 
recognizing signs of stress, anxiety, overstimulation, depression, confidentiality, and emergency procedures. 21 
 22 
SECTION 5: 23 
*Month 1- Identify availability, budget, and staff resources. 24 
*Month 2- Purchase items, find staff, and check with administration. 25 
*Month 3- Soft launch with selected students and staff. 26 
*Month 4- Full rotation during the school day. 27 
 28 
SECTION 6: The finds may come from donations from the community, money raised from programs, wellness grants, 29 
parent donations, and fundraisers. As 1 estimate, this will cost $1000+ per room. This has an impact on the finding but 30 
luckily it is a positive impact on the students, teachers, schools, and community. 31 
 32 
SECTION 7: Reduced stress and anxiety during the school day, Fewer emotional outbursts and/or problems with 33 
behavior, increased focus in class after breaks, Improved overall student wellbeing, Positive school environment and 34 
culture shift, Support for students with sensory issues, less stress on teachers and/or staff, students, and peers. 35 
 36 
SECTION 8: This act will go into effect on the 2026-2027 school year.37 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Emergency Preparedness Education in Kentucky Public Schools 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
The purpose of this Act is to ensure that all students in grades six through twelve in Kentucky public schools have the 4 
opportunity to receive age-appropriate training in emergency response, first aid, and disaster preparedness in order to 5 
improve student safety, confidence, and community readiness. 6 
 7 
Beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, each Kentucky public school serving grades six (6) through twelve (12) will: 8 

(a) Provide at least four (4) hours per school year of emergency preparedness training for all students. 9 
(b) Include topics such as: Basic first aid and CPR awareness, Fire and severe weather procedures, Safe responses 10 

to intruder or lockdown situations, Evacuation and shelter-in-place drills, Personal safety and emergency 11 
communication methods 12 

(c) Partner, when possible, with local fire departments, law enforcement, and emergency medical services to deliver 13 
practical demonstrations or simulations. Schools may integrate emergency training into existing health, physical 14 
education, or advisory classes, or hold a separate annual safety training day. 15 

 16 
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) will: 17 

(a) Develop a statewide model curriculum and guidance materials for age-appropriate emergency preparedness 18 
instruction. 19 

(b) Provide free digital resources and training modules to schools. 20 
(c) Encourage partnerships with local emergency management agencies and hospitals. 21 

 22 
Schools may apply for grants or community sponsorships to help fund materials, guest instructors, or CPR practice 23 
equipment. 24 
 25 
Each public school shall report annually to its district board of education confirming compliance with this Act and 26 
summarizing the type of emergency training provided. 27 
 28 
If passed this act will take effect July 1, 2026. 29 
 30 
“Emergency training”means instruction and practice in how to respond to emergencies including, but not limited to, 31 
natural disasters, fire, severe weather, intruder situations, and medical emergencies such as CPR or choking response. 32 
 33 
“Certified instructor”means a teacher, school staff member, or approved community partner trained and authorized to 34 
provide emergency response instruction.35 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To flooding infrastructure. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1. 4 
  5 
A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 104 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 6 
 7 
(1) A Division of Flood Infrastructure is created within the Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet to help 8 
reduce flooding in Kentucky communities. 9 
 10 
(2) This division may work with contractors to build flood-prevention structures, including dams, diversion 11 
canals, flood walls, emergency sirens, and improved drainage systems. 12 
 13 
Section 2. 14 
  15 
There is appropriated to the Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet from the General Fund the sum of 16 
$850,000 each year for maintaining flood-prevention systems. 17 
 18 
There is further appropriated the sum of $75,000,000 over five (5) years to build new flood-prevention 19 
structures. 20 
 21 
Federal grants may also be used to support these projects. 22 
 23 
Section 3. 24 
  25 
To raise additional revenue, a property tax of $0.001 per $100 of assessed property value will be added. 26 
 27 
Section 4. 28 
  29 
Any statute contrary to this Act shall be repealed or amended as necessary.30 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To helping people recovering from drug addiction find jobs and safe housing. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1. 4 
  5 
A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 218A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 6 
 7 
(1) People in recovery from drug addiction may apply for a program that helps them find stable employment 8 
and receive safe temporary housing for up to three (3) months while they begin work. 9 
 10 
(2) Participants will begin paying a small percentage of housing costs once they are financially able to do so. 11 
 12 
(3) This program will be offered in counties with higher rates of drug addiction and overdose. 13 
 14 
(4) The Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services, working with local recovery centers, will run this 15 
program and help connect recovering addicts with employers who are willing to hire them. 16 
 17 
Section 2. 18 
  19 
There is appropriated to the Cabinet for Health and Family Services from the General Fund the sum of 20 
$1,500,000 in fiscal year 2025&ndash;2026 for the purpose of providing temporary housing and 21 
employment support for people in recovery. 22 
 23 
Section 3. 24 
  25 
Any statute contrary to this Act shall be repealed or amended as necessary.26 
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School:  Noe MS  House 
 

____ ☐  Passed      
____ ☐  Defeated 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To maternity care access in Eastern Kentucky. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1. 4 
  5 
A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 211 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 6 
 7 
(1) Pregnant women in Eastern Kentucky shall have the option to receive care from a trained midwife during 8 
their pregnancy. 9 
 10 
(2) Midwives may include supervised student interns from nursing schools or colleges in Kentucky who are 11 
completing clinical training. 12 
 13 
(3) The Cabinet for Health and Family Services will make sure that pregnant women are offered this option 14 
and that midwife interns receive proper training and supervision. 15 
 16 
Section 2. 17 
  18 
There is appropriated from the General Fund the sum of $3,240,501.28 in fiscal year 2025&ndash;2026 to 19 
support maternity care services in Eastern Kentucky, including midwife training, supervision, and patient 20 
support. 21 
 22 
Section 3. 23 
  24 
Any statute contrary to this Act shall be repealed or amended as necessary.25 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To opioid addiction. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1. 4 
  5 
A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 218A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 6 
 7 
(1) The first prescription for opioid pain medicine for acute pain may not be more than a four (4) day supply. 8 
 9 
(2) If a patient needs more medication, they must return to their doctor for another check-up before 10 
receiving an additional prescription. 11 
 12 
(3) All medical professionals who prescribe controlled substances must follow this rule. 13 
 14 
(4) The Kentucky Department for Public Health will help doctors follow this rule and will make sure it is being 15 
used correctly. 16 
 17 
Section 2. 18 
  19 
There is appropriated to the Kentucky Department for Public Health from the General Fund the sum of 20 
$4,000,000 in fiscal year 2025&ndash;2026 to support training, public education, and monitoring to reduce 21 
opioid addiction. 22 
 23 
Section 3. 24 
  25 
Any statute contrary to this Act shall be repealed or amended as necessary.26 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To school food donation programs. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1. 4 
  5 
A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 6 
 7 
(1) Public schools in Kentucky must partner with at least one (1) nonprofit organization, charity, or business 8 
to donate unused, unopened, non-perishable food from their breakfast and lunch programs. 9 
 10 
(2) Donations should be made at least once (1) per month during the school year. 11 
 12 
(3) The Kentucky Department of Education will make sure each school has a partnership and is donating food 13 
regularly. 14 
 15 
Section 2. 16 
  17 
There is appropriated to the Department of Education from the General Fund the sum of $460,000,000 in 18 
fiscal year 2025&ndash;2026 to support donation programs, including transportation, storage bins, and 19 
staffing. 20 
 21 
Section 3. 22 
  23 
Any statute contrary to this Act shall be repealed or amended as necessary.24 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An act relating to a 4-day school week.  1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: Every student and teacher in Kentucky knows how it feels to be worn down by the long grind of 4 
the school year. This bill would eliminate 5-day school weeks, meaning you would have every Friday off. Over 5 
2000 schools and 900 districts throughout 26 states use 4-day school weeks.  6 
 7 
Section 2: A four-day school week would save money and allow teachers to plan truly engaging lessons. In 8 
addition, a 3-day weekend would allow faculty and students to recharge and refresh for Monday.  9 
 10 
Section 3: This act would not create an additional cost to Kentucky schools, but it would save 5.43% of each 11 
school district's budget. No school in the state of Kentucky is prohibited from having a 4-day school week. 12 
The Kentucky legislature requires 170 days of student attendance and 1062 instructional hours. Currently, 13 
two school districts in Kentucky use a 4-day school week. These schools are as follows: Webster County and 14 
Hopkins County&mdash;Superintendent William Watson of Martensdale-St. Mary tells us, “Before last year’s 15 
switch, his district couldn’t keep teachers.”Having a 4-day school week could be more appealing to teachers. 16 
 17 
Section 4: This bill will be presented to each school district governed by the Kentucky Board of Education. 18 
School boards must vote on this calendar option every year.  19 
 20 
Section 5: Currently, there is no KRS that prohibits any school districts in the State of Kentucky from having 21 
a four-day school week. 22 
 23 
Section 6: This act will take effect July 1, 2026.24 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Domestic Violence 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1: To make Kentucky safer by helping people who are experiencing domestic violence and making 4 
sure they can get help quickly. 5 
 6 
Section 2: Police responding to domestic violence must check if the victim is in danger and offer to connect 7 
them with a hotline or safe housing. 8 
 9 
Section 3: Counties without a shelter may receive state funding to create or partner or safe housing 10 
programs. 11 
 12 
Section 4: Funding will come from state and federal domestic violence programs. 13 
 14 
Section 5: This bill takes effect January 1, 2026.15 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Creating a Mentoring Program for Foster Care Youth 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
SECTION 1: The purpose of this bill is to create a statewide mentoring program to help young adults starting 4 
at 15 years old who are approaching “aging out”of Kentucky's foster care system. This program will help 5 
them transition successfully into independent adulthood by providing guidance, resources, and community 6 
support. 7 
 8 
SECTION 2: “Mentor”refers to a trained adult volunteer or professional in the field of mental health, who 9 
provides guidance, emotional support, and life-skill mentoring. 10 
 11 
SECTION 3: The estimated initial cost is $100,000, primarily for training, background checks, and 12 
administrative coordination. Funding will come from the Cabinet for Health and Family Services’existing 13 
foster care transition budget and may be supplemented through federal grants or private partnerships. 14 
 15 
SECTION 4: Mentors will be recruited as community volunteers. All mentors must pass thorough background 16 
checks and complete mandatory training on working with youth. The social workers will match the foster 17 
care children with a designated mentor. 18 
 19 
SECTION 5: This will be a mandated program for any licensed fostering agency in the state of Kentucky.  20 
 21 
SECTION 6: This bill will go into effect May 31, 2026, which is National Foster Kid Awareness Day.22 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Requiring All Medical Professionals to Screen Patients’ Genetic Predisposition to 1 
Addiction Before Prescribing Opioids 2 

Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 3 
 4 

Section 1: This Act seeks to reduce drug addiction from prescription opioids by preventing abuse of these 5 
medications, by requiring pharmacogenetic screenings as a part of KASPER. This Act will add a new section 6 
to KRS 218A.202.  7 
 8 
Section 2: Definitions:  9 
 10 
“KASPER”stands for Kentucky All Schedule Prescription Electronic Reporting Monitoring System, which is a 11 
tool for doctors, pharmacists, and law enforcement to view individuals’prescription medications that have a 12 
potential for abuse.   13 
 14 
“Pharmacogenetic screening”is a genetic screening that shows how one’s genetic makeup may affect their 15 
reaction to certain medications. This screening gives medical professionals data to see how patients would 16 
respond to certain medications. Screening results show if a person is likely to get addicted or react badly to 17 
medications. They also look at family medical history to spot genetic predisposition to addiction.  18 
 19 
The AvertD test is a cheek-swab DNA test that identifies genetic variants linked to increased opioid 20 
addiction risk. It is for individuals who are about to be prescribed oral opioids for a short-term period of 21 
acute pain.  22 
 23 
Section 3: Current Kentucky law requires medical professionals to check KASPER for previous prescriptions 24 
before prescribing medications with a high potential for abuse. It also mandates that all pharmacists report 25 
drugs with a high risk of abuse before prescribing.  26 
 27 
Section 4: This bill would require pharmacogenetic screening for potential abuse before prescribing any 28 
opioids. This act aims to help to prevent addiction but also protect individuals who have already been 29 
prescribed these medications. To fund this amendment, the patients’insurance will cover the cost of the 30 
screening. 31 
 32 
Section 5: This law will go into effect January 1, 2026.33 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Requiring Carbon Monoxide Detectors in All Structures That Have Permanent or Non-1 
Permanent Living 2 

Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 3 
 4 

Section 1: This bill will add a new section of Chapter 227 of KRS. 5 
 6 
Section 2: Carbon monoxide poisoning is a life-threatening illness that happens after breathing in fumes 7 
containing carbon monoxide (CO). After only a few minutes, carbon monoxide poisoning becomes fatal, which 8 
has killed close to 25,000 people across the United States, an alarming rate, in just the past 15 years. 9 
 10 
Section 3: Noting with caution, carbon monoxide poisoning can be caused by many different factors in 11 
houses, such as fuel-burning appliances (dryers, water heaters), poorly ventilated or maintained appliances, 12 
and even attached garages. 13 
 14 
Section 4: This bill proposes that carbon monoxide detectors be installed in all spaces with permanent and 15 
non-permanent living. There should be at least one carbon monoxide detector per floor of a residential unit. 16 
 17 
Section 5: After this bill is enacted, each property owner will have one year from the passage of legislation to 18 
purchase and provide proof of purchasing at least one carbon monoxide detector per floor of a residential 19 
unit. Upon submission of a receipt showing purchase, the property owner will receive a 10% reimbursement 20 
for the total price of their carbon monoxide detector(s). If a property owner fails to meet these requirements, 21 
the property owner will receive a $250 fine and be given one year to comply and purchase at least one 22 
carbon monoxide detector per floor of a residential unit.  23 
 24 
Section 6: The property owner(s) of an apartment complex, singular unit, hotel, and/or condominiums must 25 
provide at least one carbon monoxide detector per unit, resulting in the same penalty. 26 
 27 
Section 7: If a residential unit (house, apartment, condominium, duplex, mobile home) is constructed after the 28 
one-year period, it will be required to be built with carbon monoxide detectors installed. If the newly built 29 
residential unit does not follow these rules, the property owners will face the same fine as previously noted. 30 
 31 
Section 8: This bill will go into effect on January 1st, 2026.32 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To business partnerships and career readiness opportunities in Kentucky high schools. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
SECTION 1. A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 4 
- Beginning with the 2026&ndash;2027 school year, every public high school in Kentucky shall establish at 5 
least one partnership with a local business or organization. 6 
- These partnerships shall give students the chance to participate in internships, apprenticeships, or job 7 
shadowing experiences. 8 
- The Kentucky Department of Education shall create basic guidelines to help schools form and maintain 9 
these partnerships. 10 
- Each high school shall submit an annual report to the Kentucky Department of Education outlining the 11 
partnerships formed, the number of participating students, and the outcomes of these experiences. 12 
 13 
SECTION 2. Any statute contrary to this Act shall be amended or repealed.14 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Sexual Assault Policies In Kentucky 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, that sexual assault policies in 4 
Kentucky be changed and therefore increased.  5 
 6 
Recognizing the lack of severity within punishments relating to the many different forms of sexual assault. 7 
 8 
Further deploring the sheer number of people who undergo these triggering experiences, and noting the 9 
amount that could’ve been saved from these due to longer sentences. 10 
 11 
Noting with deep concern that 81% of women and 43% of men experience some sort of sexual harassment 12 
and/or sexual assault within their livelihood, and further stating that about every 68 seconds a person in the 13 
US is sexually assaulted. 14 
 15 
Deeply convinced that sexual assault sentences should be increased to have criminals truly atone for their 16 
crimes. 17 
 18 
Requesting all sexual assault sentences to be increased by about 2 times their current amount.  19 
 20 
Urges the Youth Assembly of Kentucky to strengthen and amend these laws to improve them for the 21 
betterment of the people. 22 
 23 
KRS 35.679 is amended to read as follows 24 
Current 1st degree sentence - 10-20 years 25 
Updated 1st degree sentence - 25-50 years 26 
 27 
Current 2nd degree sentence - 5-10 years 28 
Updated 2nd degree sentence - 10-19 years 29 
 30 
Current 3rd degree sentence - 1-5 years 31 
Updated 3rd degree sentence - 5-10 years 32 
 33 
Current 4th degree sentence - up to 12 months 34 
 35 
Updated 4th degree sentence - 1-5 years 36 
 37 
This Act Takes  Effect February 2, 202638 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To Substance Abuse Treatment Affordability 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
Section 1. A section of KRS 222 is created to establish a Treatment Affordability Fund (“The Fund”).  4 
 5 
Section 2. This is important because it helps families that cannot afford treatment for substance abuse. The 6 
treatment for substance abuse rehab can cost as much as $20,000 for an in-patient 30-day stay.   7 
 8 
Section 3. This Fund will provide support for rehabilitation patients and their families who are residents in 9 
Kentucky.  10 
 11 
Section 4. The Fund will be administered by the Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services. The Cabinet 12 
shall establish eligibility criteria, a sliding-scale payment schedule, and procedures for providers 13 
reimbursement.  14 
 15 
Section 5. Individuals who have access to Medicaid, Medicare, or private insurance must use those benefits 16 
first.  17 
 18 
Section 6. This will be funded by the Opioid Abatement Trust Fund, private grants and donations. Unused 19 
funds must roll over to the next fiscal year. 20 
 21 
Section 7. This Bill will go into effect January 1, 2026. If the funding is not in place on this date, an 22 
extension of 6 months may be granted.23 
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KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An Act Relating To The Dissolution of Marriage During Pregnancy. 1 
Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 2 

 3 
KRS 403.xxx. Divorce during pregnancy in cases of abuse, neglect or mental health issues. 4 
 5 
(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a petition for dissolution of marriage may be filed 6 
and a decree of dissolution may be entered if the petitioner’s spouse is pregnant and the petitioner 7 
demonstrates by a preponderance of the evidence that the respondent spouse has committed or is 8 
committing abuse, neglect, or has a mental health condition that significantly impairs the marriage 9 
relationship, and that continued marriage poses a risk to the physical, emotional or mental safety of the 10 
petitioner or the unborn child. 11 
(2) In such an action the court need not delay entry of the final decree until after the birth of the child or 12 
termination of the pregnancy, provided the court finds that entry of the decree in advance of the birth or 13 
termination is in the best interests of the petitioner and the unborn child. 14 
(3) The court shall give appropriate consideration to the stage of pregnancy, medical evidence, protective 15 
orders, and any relevant domestic violence history. 16 
(4) This section does not relieve the court of its obligation to address custody, parenting time, child support 17 
and property division under this chapter once the child is born or otherwise becomes subject to video or 18 
statute. 19 
 20 
SECTION 2. Any statute or part thereof in conflict with this Act is hereby repealed to the extent of the 21 
conflict. 22 
 23 
SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon passage and its provisions shall apply to proceedings commenced 24 
on or after the effective date.25 
 26 


	Blank Page



