
Kentucky YMCA Youth Association 
Founding of the UN 

1 

	
	

Founding of the United Nations  

(1945) 

 
The U.S. emerged from World War II as the world’s greatest mil itary power. Compared to other 
nations, it had suffered relatively l itt le physical destruction. For a short t ime, the United States 
held a monopoly on the abil ity to use nuclear power. After World War II ,  the United States was 
aware of its strength as a nation and its responsibi l ity to preserve world peace. Even before World 
War II  ended, the U.S. began planning for an international peace keeping organization. This 
organization would be cal led the United Nations. 

 
Organization:  
-- The Security Council consists of ten rotating member nations and five permanent members.  The original 
permanent members are: the United States, Great Britain, Soviet Union (now Russia), China, and France.  
 
-- Although the UN has become militarily involved in a number of world crises, most of its members would agree 
than its greatest accomplishments have been in fighting world hunger, disease, and promoting education. The 
headquarters of the United Nations is in New York City. 
 
 

Structure of the United Nations 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights: In 1946, President Truman appointed former first lady 
Eleanor Roosevelt as a United Nations delegate, the only woman in the American delegation. The 
committee that Eleanor Roosevelt led authored the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), a 
proclamation that is still part of the guiding philosophy of the UN today. In the postwar years, people all 
over the world were especially eager to have an international organization succeed at defining human 
rights for all people. 

 
 
 

General	Assembly	
�	Discusses	world	problems	

�	Votes	on	actions	
�	Controls	the	UN	budget	

	

Security	Council	
�	Investigates	situations	that		
		threaten	peace	
�	Sets	UN	policies	
�	Works	for	peaceful	settlement					
		of	disputes	

	

Economic	&	Social	Council	
�	Works	for	improved	economic	and			
			social	conditions	
�	Cooperates	with	member	nations	to	
improve	standards	of	living	
�	Promotes	human	rights	

Trusteeship	Council	
�	Administers	territories	that	are				
			not	self-governing	
�	Helps	such	territories	work		
			toward	independence	

Secretariat	
�	Coordinates	work	of	all	the	UN		
			agencies	
�	Is	headed	by	Secretary	General	

International	Court	of	Justice	
�	Helps	settle	legal	disputes		
			between	nations	
�	Gives	legal	opinions	to		
			General	Assembly	
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Summary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 

Summary of Preamble: 
The General Assembly recognizes that the inherent dignity and the equal and inalienable rights of all 
members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world, human rights 
should be protected by the rule of law, friendly relations between nations must be fostered, the peoples 
of the UN have affirmed their faith in human rights, the dignity and the worth of the human person, the 
equal rights of men and women and are determined to promote social progress, better standards of life 
and larger freedom and have promised to promote human rights and a common understanding of these 
rights. 
 
Summary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights:  
1. Everyone is free and we should all be treated in the same way. 
2. Everyone is equal despite differences in skin color, sex, religion, language for example. 
3. Everyone has the right to life and to live in freedom and safety. 
4. No one has the right to treat you as a slave nor should you make anyone your slave. 
5. No one has the right to hurt you or to torture you. 
6. Everyone has the right to be treated equally by the law. 
7. The law is the same for everyone, it should be applied in the same way to all. 
8. Everyone has the right to ask for legal help when their rights are not respected. 
9. No one has the right to imprison you unjustly or expel you from your own country. 
10. Everyone has the right to a fair and public trial. 
11. Everyone should be considered innocent until guilt is proved. 
12. Everyone has the right to ask for help if someone tries to harm you, but no-one can enter your 
home, open your letters or bother you or your family without a good reason. 
13. Everyone has the right to travel as they wish. 
14. Everyone has the right to go to another country and ask for protection if they are being persecuted 
or are in danger of being persecuted. 
15. Everyone has the right to belong to a country. No one has the right to prevent you from belonging to 
another country if you wish to. 
16. Everyone has the right to marry and have a family. 
17. Everyone has the right to own property and possessions. 
18. Everyone has the right to practice and observe all aspects of their own religion and change their 
religion if they want to. 
19. Everyone has the right to say what they think and to give and receive information. 
20. Everyone has the right to take part in meetings and to join associations in a peaceful way. 
21. Everyone has the right to help choose and take part in the government of their country. 
22. Everyone has the right to social security and to opportunities to develop their skills. 
23. Everyone has the right to work for a fair wage in a safe environment and to join a trade union. 
24. Everyone has the right to rest and leisure. 
25. Everyone has the right to an adequate standard of living and medical help if they are ill. 
26. Everyone has the right to go to school. 
27. Everyone has the right to share in their community's cultural life. 
28. Everyone must respect the 'social order' that is necessary for all these rights to be available. 
29. Everyone must respect the rights of others, the community and public property. 
30. No one has the right to take away any of the rights in this declaration. 
 
Source:  http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/	


