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Commonwealth Bill 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An act to revitalize the Eastern Kentucky Coalfield energy sector 1 
 2 

Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 3 
 4 

Section 1: 11,000 coal jobs in the Eastern Kentucky Coalfield Region have been lost since 2009. Coal 5 
production has fallen 20%, and recently reached a 30 year low. Under this bill, the state government 6 
will incentivize the installation and maintenance of wind power plants to help economic conditions in 7 
the eastern area of the state. Currently, there are no wind power plants in Kentucky. 8 
 9 
Section 2: This bill would give incentives to private wind energy companies that hire local displaced coal 10 
workers to construct and maintain wind turbines. These turbines would be built on the numerous 11 
abandoned mountaintop removal sites, and could also be placed in valleys to take advantage of wind 12 
coming down the mountains.  13 
 14 
Section 3: This bill provides funding by restructuring property taxes into a marginal system. This is 15 
NOT a straight “tax increase.” The effective rate will only be slightly raised on more expensive estates, 16 
most properties will see a negligible increase. The brackets will be as follows: 17 
 18 
Property Value ($)       Tax Rate (%) 19 
0-100,000                      0.5 20 
100,001-200,000            0.9 21 
200,001-300,000            1.4 22 
300,001+                       2.0 23 
 24 
Given that the system is marginal, on a given $250,000 estate, $100,000 of it will be taxed at 0.5, 25 
$100,000 will be taxed at 0.9 percent, and the final $50,000 will be taxed at 1.4 percent. The tax will 26 
be based on the most recently appraised value, and owners may request a reappraisal once a year. 27 
 28 
Section 4: If passed, this bill will go into effect the tax season after it is enacted. This is when the 29 
marginal property taxes will go into effect. After this revenue is sufficiently generated, incentives will 30 
be created to bring in private companies to develop wind farms. The 30 counties of the Coalfield 31 
Region will be divided to into tri-county “Energy Districts,” each with a central wind plant housing 15 32 
turbines. This leads to a cost of roughly 50 million per plant when installation and infrastructure costs 33 
are integrated, which will be subsidized through this program.34 


