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Commonwealth Bill 

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION  

KENTUCKY YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

An act to Eliminate Kentucky Narcotics Possession Charges in Favor of Rehabilitation 1 
 2 

Be it enacted by the Youth Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 3 
 4 

Section 1: In Kentucky, a possession charge is incurred if a person has less than a set amount of illegal 5 
narcotics on him. This amount varies by the specific drug. For example, someone must have 100 grams of 6 
heroin on him to incur a trafficking charge, but the limit for marijuana is 50 kilograms. Any person in 7 
possession of an amount above this limit is considered to be part of a trafficking or distribution 8 
operation. This bill deals only with possession charges, and trafficking charges would still be punished to 9 
the full extent of the law. 10 
 11 
Section 2: Every year, there are about 10,000 inmates in Kentucky prisons sentenced for narcotics 12 
possession charges, and the state spends roughly $311 million in order to keep such inmates in prison. 13 
The sentence for such possession charges is in most cases one year in prison, and it costs the state 14 
government $14,000 to keep one inmate in prison for a single year.  15 
 16 
Section 3: This act amends KRS 218A.140 to change the sentencing guidelines to a mandatory 90-day 17 
outpatient rehabilitation program for all first and second-time offenders. A 90-day rehabilitation 18 
program costs, on average, $5,000 per person and is more active in treating physiological narcotic 19 
dependency than simply being removed from the substance in prison. Then the state would have only 20 
spent roughly $100 million on those same 10,000 inmates. Through rehabilitation, an offender also has a 21 
better chance of staying sober, because such treatment centers treat withdrawal. Confinement in a jail 22 
cell will only raise an addict's sense of dependency, so he will be very likely to revert to drug use right out 23 
of prison. 24 
 25 
Section 4: To clarify, this bill does not de-criminalize drug use, but rather changes sentencing guidelines 26 
regarding possession charges. A first-time offender will be sentenced to 90-day mandatory treatment, 27 
and a second-time offender will be sentenced with a fine of $5,000 and a 120-day mandatory treatment 28 
period. A third offense would result in a jail sentence of 5 years or more. There will also be an imposition 29 
of a prison sentence if any offenders refuse the mandatory treatment. This bill will go into effect 30 
immediately upon its enactment.  31 
 32 
Section 5: This bill will go into effect on January 1, 2017. 33 


