
KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION
SERVICE TO THE WORLD
ISRAEL AND THE PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES

Trip Dates: May 27- June 9, 2012
Application Deadline: September 12, 2011
Fundraising Amount: $3,500-$4,000

Dear Service to the World Applicant,

On behalf of the Kentucky YMCA Youth Association, THANK YOU for your interest in the INNAUGURAL Y-CORPS SERVICE TO THE WORLD PROGRAM!  

SERVICE TO THE WORLD WAS CREATED FOR KENTUCKY YMCA ALUMNI TO PRACTICE GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP THROUGH SERVICE LEARNING, CULTURAL EXCHANGE, AND EXPOSURE TO GLOBAL YMCA MOVEMENTS.  It is a capacity-building program that gives young adults the opportunity to promote youth development, healthy living, and social responsibility through work with YMCAs around the globe.  This year, STTW will travel to Israel and the Palestinian Territories for two weeks of service and cultural immersion with the Jerusalem International YMCA, the East Jerusalem YMCA, and several other community organizations and NGOs.   

PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO READ THIS APPLICATION COMPLETELY.  This program will be unlike any Kentucky YMCA experience you have ever had, and as such, you should be mindful of each of the eligibility requirements, as well as the requirements for all selected team members.  

THIS TRIP WILL NOT BE A TWO-WEEK VACATION.  This program will run more like a college seminar than a typical Y-Corps trip.  Team members will have a syllabus to follow with reading/video requirements, webinars, guest speakers and pre-trip acculturation meetings.  You will be asked to participate fully in all educational, cultural, and fundraising activities leading up to the trip.  Failure or inability to meet these requirements may result in your removal from the team.  

THIS TRIP IS THE FIRST OF WHAT WE HOPE WILL BE MANY INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR INTERESTED ALUMNI.  The number of spaces available on this trip is extremely limited.  The selection process will be blind and will utilize an objective Application Review Committee.  Please do not be discouraged if you are not selected for this particular trip, as we hope to offer many more such opportunities in the coming months and years, and your continued volunteer service will be greatly valued.

THIS EXPERIENCE WILL BE CHALLENGING AND TRANSFORMATIVE.  The time and fundraising requirements for this trip are extensive.  We will be doing work in an incredibly complex part of the world, and international travel carries with it inherent risks.  Please consider these facts and this process fully before submitting your application.  Should you have any questions along the way, please feel free to contact us.  Thank you so much for your interest, and we look forward to working with you!!

Ashley N Kolaya
Senior Program Director
Director of International Initiatives

KENTUCKY YMCA YOUTH ASSOCIATION
SERVICE TO THE WORLD
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Fundraising Amount: $3,500-$4,000

APPLICATION
Eligibility:  Kentucky YMCA alumni between the ages of 18-30 who are at least one full year out of high school at the time of the application deadline may apply.

Procedure: Please TYPE and submit your completed application to alumni@kyymca.org.  You will receive confirmation from the KY YMCA office once your application has been received.  You may be contacted by KY YMCA staff for further information.  The 2012 Service to the World team will be announced on September 30th, 2011.  Check our website and Facebook page for further updates.  

A Tip: As you complete this application, the best advice we can give you is to BE YOURSELF.  We’re trying to put together the very best team we can assemble.  This means, insofar as we are able, we want to see your personality in these answers.  So be professional, but don’t take yourself too seriously.  If you have any questions, email them to ak@kyymca.org or contact the KY YMCA office.  Good luck!

PERSONAL INFORMATION
[image: 0_5650022_logo_red_rgb_jpg.jpg]                                                                       	[image: 1_5650004_logo_areaoffocus_ydgreen_rgb_gif.gif]

Kentucky YMCA Youth Association, PO Box 4285, Frankfort, KY 40604-4285
www.kyymca.org Phone (502)227-7028 Fax (502)227-7030 

Name: 
Address: 
City/State/Zip:
Primary Phone:
E-mail:
Current School/Grad Date:
-OR-
Current Employer/Occupation:
Social Security No:
Passport No:


YMCA HISTORY
As a Delegate
	Dates of Program Participation (list the years):
Conferences Attended (mark all that apply):	KYA	KUNA	GFI	LTC	CONA	Y-CORPS
As a Volunteer
Dates of Conference Volunteering (list the years):
Conferences You Have Served (mark all that apply):	KYA	KUNA	GFI	LTC	Y-CORPS
Other YMCA History
Are you or have you ever been a YMCA employee?
	YMCA Name:
		Your Position:
		Years Employed:

APPLICATION NARRATIVE

RELATED EXPERIENCE
Short Answer: please respond in 125 words or fewer.

1. Do you have any International Travel Experience?	
		If so, please briefly describe when, where, and why you were traveling.
If not, please describe why you want this to be your first international travel experience.
2. Briefly describe yourself and your experiences.
3. Please describe your current community involvement, service, and /or leadership activities (within the past three years).
4. Talk about a time you were in an extremely uncomfortable situation and how you responded.
5. What is your favorite food, and why?

PERSONAL STATEMENT
Short Essay: please respond in 300 words or fewer.

1. What is your primary interest in serving on this team?  How will this experience factor into your broader life plans and/or goals?
2. What is your understanding of the conflict in Israel and Palestine?  What challenges do you expect to face in doing YMCA service work in this part of the world?
3. What do you hope to gain from and give to the community you will be working with?
4. What are you anticipating enjoying the most about this program and this trip?  What are your fears or concerns about it?
5. What would you bring to this team?  What makes you unique among the other applicants? (Hint: your love of international travel does not make you unique.)

APPLICATION AGREEMENT

By submitting this application to the Kentucky YMCA, I agree to comply with all team requirements should I be selected.  I understand that failure or inability to meet these requirements may result in my removal from the team.  These requirements include but are not limited to:
· Completing all required reading and video assignments
· Raising the required funding by the following deadlines:
· 1st Installment—Friday December 16, 2011
· 2nd Installment—Friday, March 30, 2012
· Participating in all group events: discussions, email threads, fundraising events, and a minimum of two pre-conference acculturation meetings
· Complying with ALL KY YMCA International’s program policies.
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